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Great Grace 
By Annie Johnson Flint 


IS grace is great enough to meet the great things, — 
The crashing waves that overwhelm the soul, “ 
The roaring winds that leave us stunned and breathless, 
The sudden storms beyond our life’s control. 
. 
His grace is great enough to meet the small things,— 
The little pin-prick troubles that annoy, 
The insect worries, buzzing and persistent, 
The squeaking wheels that grate upon our joy. 











Owing to the prevalent shortage of print paper 
and the present railroad conditions that may lead to 
some delay in receiving an adequate paper supply, 
the proposed contents of the Summer Conference 
Number will be presented in two issues, instead of 
by means of enlarged space in one issue. 


4 
Where to Look 


Looking at failure never brings success. Look- 
ing at weakness never brings strength. But looking 
at strength may increase our consciousness of our 
own weakness, and looking at success may cause 
us to realize what failures we have been. There is 
a fundamental mistake in the counsel, often heard 
in one form or another, that “the greatest saint, in 
order to be a potent Christian, must dwell not on his 
virtues, but on his sins —not on what he has done 
but on the errors and omissions which still leave 
the measure of his duty scant.” No one ever became 
a potent Christian that way. ‘God tells us what the 
only safe “look” is: “Looking unto Jesus” (Heb. 12: 
2). And the Greek verb here translated “look” has 
a twofold meaning: not only to look at, but at the 
same time to look away from; it means literally, 
“to turn the eyes away from other things and fix 
them on something.” Therefore the potent or pre- 
vailing and really. efficient Christian worker is to 
look away from his sins, his weaknesses, his vir- 
tues and successes if he has had any, and keep his 












eyes fixed on Him who alone is worth seeing and 
watching. That gaze will indeed keep one conscious 
of his own weakness and worthlessness; but it will 
also keep one conscious that where by nature sin and 
weakness and worthlessness abound, grace abounds 
more exceedingly. 


Whose Words Mean Most? 


God’s words are really the most important. Of 
course every one believes that, we think; but how 
often we act as though we did not believe it. We 
may spend time and energy in talking to God our- 
selves, or in talking to people about God, when all 
the time God longs to have us let him talk to us. 
In the Keswick alendar, in comment on the pas- 
sage in Isaiah 40: 31, “They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength,” Dr. Northcote Deck is 
quoted as saying that there was perhaps no period 
in the entire life of Elijah more fruitful than that 
time when his prestige was taken from him, and his 
witness to God before men was annulled, and alone 
in the wilderness he was made ready to listen to the 

“still small Voice.” “He was learning that God’s 
words to him were more important than his own 
words to God’s people.” God has given us His 
words for us to-day in the Bible. And the Holy 
Spirit is ever with us to speak to us. Are we liv- 
ing in continual recognition of the fact that our 
times of listening to God are the most important in 


our life? 
<x 
Service the Secret of Victory 


Service is the secret of victory — but whose ser- 
vice? Many Christians think that their service will 
bring them victory over sin. A Christian man, hun- 
gering for a victory in his own life that he knew he 
did not have, waad eavials friends to pray with him 
“for a month of victory over my own special weak- 
ness through effective service for others.” And that 
very month God answered that prayer in a way ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that that man ever 
dared ask or think. But how? Through that man’s 
effective service for God? No; thivugh God's effec- 
tive service for that man. For that hungry, defeated 


Christian came to see the truth just then, and for 
the first time in his life, that grace, not ‘works, is 
the secret of our victory over the power of sin. Not 
what man does for his fellowmen or for God, but 
what God has done for man through the finished and 
all-sufficient work of Christ, is the secret of victory. 
Then that man began an “effective service for 
others,” not in order to be vietorious, but because he 
saw that God had made him victorious by God's 
grace through Jesus Christ his Lord. He began serv- 
ing from victory, and in victory, not for victory. 
Only after we are saved from the penalty of sin 
can we serve God and men, And only after_we are 
saved from the power of sin can we serve God and 
men in the “fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of 
Christ” (Rom. 15:29). Are we living moment by 
moment praising God that his service, not ours, con- 
stitutes our salvation? 


ax 
How to Understand the Bible 


Disobedience often means blindness. here is 
nothing to darken our intellect like refusing to do 
God’s will. And obedience lets in a flood of light. 
Some Christian people have puzzled greatly over the 
meaning of God’s Word that believers are not to be 
“unequally yoked with unbelievers,” but are to “come 
out from among them, and be separate” (2 Cor. 6: 
14-18). Just what does that mean, Christians ask. 
How are we to “be separate”? In a sermon preached 
years ago by Dr. C. I. Scofield, he said: “I was much 
struck with a remark upon this passage by a brother, 
formerly a member of this church, and who, in these 
days, is being very much used of the Lord. He said: 
‘That was to me an exceedingly difficult Scripture, 
until I got ready to obey it, and then I found it de- 
lightfully simple.’ I suspect a good many difficult 
passages would be cleared up by the same process. 
I may say that not a few precepts which, in my own 
experience, presented difficulties so long as I was 
seeking how I might evade their plain and obvious 
leading, became simple, and the difficulties disap- 
peared when I became willing to let them come home 
to me, and find expression in my life.” Are we 
testing for ourselves the rich possibilities of this 
simple method of Bible study? 


Getting the Most Out of a Summer Conference 


WELL-KNOWN Christian leader once re- 
marked that it came as a revelation to him to 
discover how many of his friends in Chris- 

tian work, national figures in Christian leadership, 
pointed to a summer conference as the spiritual epoch 
in their lives. ~ 
This suggests that one way to get the most out of a 
summer conference is to expect the most, remember- 
ing that the possibilities are limitless and are meas- 
ured not by the few days or weeks that the confer- 
ence continues but by factors which-will be a mould- 
™~/ force in all the weeks and years to follow. 
And to get the most out of a summer conference 
avoid the error of trying to crowd too much out of 


With these complementary principles in mind we 
may garner some worth while suggestions from the 
experience of conference goers. With all their variety, 
there is a real family resemblance in these confer- 
ences, whether they be for college men and women, 
for high school boys and girls, for young people, for 
Christian workers in general; whether they specialize 
on methods of Christian work, on special Bible truths, 
missionary study, or general Bible study. It is a 
blessed fact that most of them purpose to base their 
work upon the full acceptance of the Bible as the 
Word of God, and also have in them the aim to 
deepen spiritual life. Most of these conferences have 
also in greater or less degree the thought of rest 
and recreation, since most of those who attend are 
using their-vacation period to take advantage of the 
conference. Accommodations may vary from the 
luxury of a well-regulated modern hotel at North- 
field to the simplicities— and other characteristics — 
of a home-made tent or a wooden shack shared with 
a number of other congenial conference spirits. And 
there are other interesting contrasts, yet these ex- 





ternals, important as they are for many, serve only 
as the background for the delightful conference life. 

The “delegate” who is to get the most out of a 
conference should go with the conviction that it is 
the Lord’s plan for him, and then prayer will be one 
of the chief items in his preparation,— prayer for his 
own guidance before and during the. conference, 
prayer for the others who are to attend, and for the 
workers responsible for the spiritual ‘and physical 
provision of the conference. 

If this item in the preparation is put first, our 
delegate will not be among the number of those who 
breathlessly reach the grounds very much tuckered 
out physically and spiritually through the overwork 
and hurry of getting everything in shape to leave for 
the conference. The guidance of the Spirit results 
in having things done decently and in order, and he 
does remind us of the best way to handle the work 
and obligations that are left for a season in going off 
to the conference. 

A nitural and true instinct prompts almost every 
one planning to attend a conference to prevail upon 
a friend to join in the adventure, and, while there is 
scarcely any place where one is more certain of 
meeting delightful and congenial friends, there is 
great advantage in having a party of two or more to 
share the conference experience together. In such 
cases group prayer and group planning will have 
their place. It is advisable to get in touch with some 
one who has had experience in the conference in pre- 
vious years. Suggestions from such friends may 
result in leaving behind some unnecessary luggage or 
the adding of some valuable incidentals. It may be 
an extra sweater or blanket, or a piece of mosquito 
netting. Apart from the general principle of travel- 
ing as lightly as possible, there is sometimes a de- 
cided advantage in traveling with suitcases. In the 
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best regulated conferences, or it might be better to 


say in the best regulated railroads, trunks do get 
lost or delayed for a few days, and such trunks have 
a habit of turning up at the close of the conference. 

Reduced rates on the railroads are usually given 
to summer conferences, varying according to con- 
ditions, but often a special rate is given on the basis 
ef the rate of fare to a ere point, plus one-third 
of that rate. For instarlte, if the fare to a given 
point is $30, then the special rate to and from that 
given point would be $30 plus $10, or for the 
round trip. If no rates are quoted by railroads to a 
conference in which you are interested, it might be 
well for you to suggest to the conference manage- 
ment to secure them. 

The life at a summer conference may often be 
quite a contrast to what one is accustomed to at 
home, and it often helps in the enjoyment not to be 
eounting on things that are not “on the menu.” But 
the advantage of arriving at a ‘conference with an 
open mind is that there are almost sure to be some 
interesting surprises in the accommodation or the 
mode of life or the arrangement of the meals, and 
as some of these surprises ~ carry with them a 
little disappointment, it should be remembered that 
they afford opportunity for an increased enjoy- 
ment and give an opportunity to help the atmosphere 
of the conference by meeting them in a cheerful spirit. 

One who has started his progarption by prayer 
will continue to ndake prayer his chief asset in getting 
the most out of the conference days. One of the 

reatest revelations a young woman received in her 
frst conference experience was the simple suggestion 
that the delegates should ask the Lord for guidance 
as to which of several mission study classes they 
should enter. It was an entirely new thought to 
her, she afterward wrote to one of the leaders, that 
God would be interested in such a detail. 

Some feel that during a Christian conference, with 
several hours given to spiritual work, it is not so 
necessary to hold to the personal quiet time. But 
‘many will testify that this quiet time is even more 
necessary in such an atmosphere, and also will be 
found to give added value to all that is gotten in 
‘the conference. 

If this plan is followed there is not so likely to 
be the danger of trying to crowd too much into the 
conference. Some of these gatherings are carefully 
planned with the intention of providing the dele- 
gates with just enough mental and gpiritual food 
mixed with rest and recreation to make a well ordered 
day, with the' purpose of having all the meetings 
attended by all. ut even in these conferences a 
frequent experience for eager delegates who are 
eut after all they can get is to lose from five to 
ten pounds in weight and return to the home duties 
rather exhausted physically. The great spiritual 
blessing may more than offset this physical weari- 
ness, but there is no reason why the conference ex- 
perience should not be a real recreation for spirit, 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“Surely I will be with thee” 
(Judg. 6 : 16). 




















soul, and body. Some conferences are, and-all should 
be, planned with one or more rest hours in the after- 
noon when quiet can be assured. This same prin< 
ciple applies to the hours that should be set apart 
for sleep. For young people especially, there is the 
temptation to cut down the hours of sleep in a way 
that hinders the fullest appreciation of all tfiat the 
conference can give. 

Getting the most out of the conference by not 
trying to get too much, applies to the studies or lec- 
tures or sermons that are enjoyed. It is obviously 
impossible to carry away everything that all the 
speakers say; but get some things so napotaner 
that they will become an ‘abiding possession. re- 
quently the addresses of a conference are afterwards 
printed, but even in such cases most delegates will 
find it useful to have note-books and pencils on hand 
to take down their own report of the messages. 
There should be a real purpose to put some conse- 
crated study into these conference periods. It is 
quite a mistake to suppose that on a week of vaca- 
tion, recreation will be interfered with by thinking 
too definitely. 

The human touch with the leaders and with the 
other delegates in a conference will be found one 
of the abiding blessings. Let there be real expecta- 
tion that the Lord will open the way for helpful con- 
versation, and for new friendships that will enrich 
the life. 

It may safely be said that the best way to get the 
most out of a summer conference is to expect it to 
be, not an incident in the year’s program, but an 
epoch in the year’s program. Most of those who 
come to the conference get the most out of it only 
by having a crisis experience. Even those-who are 
utterly yielded to God, and have fovfhd his trans- 
forming experience at sciue previous time may’ face 
a decision as to life service or other great spiritual 
problems. 

There are hungry, weary, atid suffering souls to 
be found at all of these conferences, and it is the 
rare privilege of every Christian who goes to be 
used of God as a cheer bringer and a life giver to 
these hungry ones. Let us go to .the conference. then 
as those from whom the rivers of living water may 
flow out to refresh others. If we need first to learn 
this secret ourselves let us not delay to take the 
gift when the Spirit makes it clear, and then can 
we become channels- of passing on the blessing to 
others, during the conference— AND AFTER, 








Theatricals in Church Work 


Does the Bible warrant having a clean amateur play 
in the church building, safeguarding it by the actors’ 
being church-members, and a voluntary silver offering 
being taken instead of an admission fee being charged, 
the money to be devoted to a church cause? Is it right 
to use the pulpit for the stage and the main auditorium 
of worship for the attendance? If not, would it be right 
to use the Sunday-school or any other room? And if 
not, would it be right for the church official board to 
sanction an enthusiastic amateur actor group of 
chureh-members holding the play in a rented hall in 
the town?—A Truth Seeker. 


There are three different questions in the very 
_practical problem suggested in this letter. These are: 

How shall money for church work be secured? 

To what uses may the buildings or rooms included 
in the “church” be properly put? 

And what shall we say of plays or theatricals in 
church work? 


On the money question, there is only one way of 
securing the money needed for the Lord’s work ever 
recognized or suggested in the Bible, whether Old 
Testament or New. That way is by tithing and giv- 
ing. The tithe was the tenth which was recognized 
as belonging to God, definitely God’s property; and 
free-will offerings could commence only after the 
obligation of the tithe had been met. Earnest Chris- 
tians differ as to whether the tithe is an obligation 
of the Christian in this age of grace; but whether 
reckoned as an obligation or not, it is a very blessed 
practise as thousands can testify, And whether one 
tithes or not, let it always be remémbered that there 
is no way but that and giving recognized in the 
Scriptures for providing all money needed for the 
Lord’s work. This is brought out in a pamphlet en- 
titled “Lowering Morals by Raising Money” (The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, 15 cents each;. $1.50 a dozen). 


To take a “voluntary silver offering” in connection 
with an entertainment, ever though it is not called 
an admission fee, would certainly seem closely akin 
to paying for the entertainment. 


While it is true that there is no building in con-+ 


nection with the church of Christ on earth to-day 
that has any place parallel to the God-ordained and 
specially consecrated temple or tabernacle of the 
Old Testament dispensation, nevertheless there are 
obvious principles of reverence and good taste that 
should determine what use is to be made of the 
place of worship of Christian—- congregations. To 
use the pulpit of the church auditorium for any sec- 
ular entertainment is, to say the least, lacking in 
reverence. To hold social gatherings in other build- 
ings of the church plant,— such parts of the build- 
ing now often including a kitchen for the serving 
of .light suppers or luncheons in connection with 
~“workers’ meetings or social gatherings,—is an- 
other matter, and does not necessarily involve any 
question either of wrong methods of. monéy-raising, 
or of theatricals. A truly spiritual Christian church 
may properly minister to the social life of its people; 
but in so doing it should always have regard to 
reverence and good taste. 

As for theatricals or plays in connection with 
church work, many such — indeed most such — are 
sadly out of keeping with the true spirit and true 
mission of the church of Christ. With all enter- 
tainments that are plainly a hindrance, not a help, 
to the spiritual life and evangelistic mission of the 
church, the Spirit-guided church will have nothing to 
do. Simple exercises for the children: or young peo- 
ple that may present Christmas or Easter truth, or 
in some cases Bibfe stories, and that are ‘more in the 
line of musical cantatas than partaking. of the “the- 
atrical,” would not seem to fall under the condemna- 
tion of the worldly or frivolous-or actually demoral- 
izing entertainments that.so often injure’ a church’s 
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testimony and lower the life and tone of the peo- 
ple. And let this be remembered: the more wholly 
yielded to the mastery of the Lord Jesus Christ the 
members of any church are, and the more they find 
in prayer their chief method and in evangelism their 
chief mission, the less they will need to provide or 
even think about “entertainments.” This has 

proved over and over again, among yoan people 
as well as among older. Problems of “method” are 
at. a minimum in the Spirit-filled, soul-winning 


church, 
x 
When Was Blood Sacrifice Instituted ? 


In our Sunday-school class yesterday the question 
was asked, “When and under what circumstances was 
established the ordinance of sacrifice by the shedding 
of the blood of beasts as practiced by the Jews?” 
The answer as given by an authority quoted in the class 
was the account given in Genesis 3:21, “And Jehovah 
God made for Adam and for his wife, coats of skins, 
and clothed them.” I asked whether the Bible said that 
was what this verse taught, and was told that all 
commentators so interpreted it. ‘ . 

I am fifty-four years old, have studied the Bible 
more or less for fifty years, have been a reader and 
student of your paper for forty-five years, and have 
never heard or réad of such an interpretation that I can 
recall. Is it true that commentators do teach that 
the event recorded in that verse is the foundation of 
the ordinance of blood sacrifice taught the Jews 
by God as symbolical of Christ’s sacrifice on the 
cross, and what is there in the Bible from which the 
commentators can deduce this idea?—A Pennsylvania 
Reader. 


The’ purpose of God to save from sin through the 
shed blood of our Lord Jesus Christ goes back into 
the past, before Eden and the fall of man, to the 
-counsels of eternity. The ordinance of blood sac- 
rifice was founded in the foreknowledge of God be 
fore the world was made. 
is called “the lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world.” The same truth is taught in 1 Peter 1: 19, 
20, where our Lord is referred to as “a lamb with- 
out blemish . . . foreordained before the founda- 
tion of the world.” Our Lord was surely thinking 
of this fact when he said on the eve of his sacri- 
fice, ag this cause came I unto this hour” (John 
12: 27). 

While commentators do not dogmatically teach 
that the clothing of our first parents in coats of skins 
was the foundation of blood sacrifice for sin, they 
do believe that these skins came from the first 
sacrifices. The coming Redeemer. was. promised, in 
Genesis 3:15. And while there was no written word 
of God until Moses, who recorded the institution 
of the Passover,—“When I see the blood I will 
pass over,”—it is hardly to be doubted that God 
in some way revealed to his true servants, the de- 
scendants of Seth, in the long period up to the be- 
ginnings of the written Bible, the fact that redenip- 
tion was only by blood. 

In the study of that old reliable of ‘commentaries, 
Jamieson, Fausset and Brown, on Genesis 3: 21, is 
this sentence: “This implies the institution of animal 
sacrifice, which was undoubtedly of divine appoint- 
ment, and instruction in the only acceptable mode of 
worship -for sinful creatures, through faith in a 
Redeemer (Heb. 9: 22).” 

The Scofield Reference Bible- has a footnote under 
this passage as follows: - “Coats of skins: Type of 
‘Christ, made ynto us righteousness’—a divinely pro- 
vided garment that the first sinners might be made 
fit for God’s presence.” 

A well-known Bible Encyclopedia says that “Fair- 
bairn, in his Typology . . . holds that the skins where- 
with Adam and Eve were clothed were from animals 
which had been slain in sacrifices.” 

Dr. Griffith Thomas in his Devotional Commentary 
on Genesis says: “Man attempted to cover his 
shame by the leaves of the fig-tree, but this was far 
too slight a covering for so deep a shame. No human 
covering could suffice, and so we are told with pro- 
found significance that the ‘Lord God made coats of 
skins, and clothed them.’ 
the place of their own self-made clothing, and now 
they are clothed. indeed. The mention of. skins sug- 
gésts the fact and necessity of the death of the ani- 
mal before they could be used as clothing, and it is 
more than probable that in this fact we have the 
primal. revelation of sacrifice, and of the way in 
which the robe of righteousness was to be provided 
for them. 

‘Jesu, Thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress.’” 


“C. H. M.,” in his commentary on Genesis, has 
a helpful comment on the sense of nakedness of 
Adam and Eve, and their efforts to remedy it them- 
selves. The first record, he thinks, “of man’s at- 
tempt to remedy, by his own device, his condition” 
affords us “not a little instruction as to the real 
character~of human religiousness in all ages.” Man 
“is confessedly naked,. and all his works aré ‘the re- 
sult of his being so. This can never avail. I must 
know that I am clothed, before I can do anything 
acceptable in the sight of God... . All that a true 
Christian: does, is because he is clothed — perfectly 
clothed; all that a mere religionist does, is in order 
that he may be. clothed.” 





In Revelation 13:8 Christ . 


This divine clothing took* 
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Lesson for May 9 
1 Samuel 2: 12-17; 4: 1-18 





Summer Bible Conferences: Their Meaning 


How can they be made more effective? 
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By Lewis Sperry Chafer (ring sine So thet is Spinal” and other works 








The parenthetic Age of Grace in which we are living began with the Apostle, has continued with 


the Pastor and the 


prominent in service, but is ending, in the opinion of many Spirit- 


taught interpreters of the Word of God, with the Teacher. There never was a ~~, in the history 


of the Christian Church when teaching — crystal clear, true teaching of the whole 


ord of God — 


was so needed as to-day. And God is responding to that need, in one way certainly, with the 

summer Bible conferences that have multiplied out of Keswick in England and Niagara in America, 

the honored parents of modern Bible conferences. If Paul was right_in Ephesians 4 : 7-16 in 

declaring that the Spirit-endowed teacher is God’s gift to the Church, are we as pastors, Sunday- 

school superintendents, teachers in our own little corners, or as influential Christian men and women 

in our communities, doing all that we can to enable our Christian friends to receive the advantages 
and privileges of the summer Bible conference ? 


(74 HERE shall I spend my summer vacation?” 
is a question occupying the minds of many 
people, and there is food for reflection in 

the fact that many Christians are determined to 

spend their brief holiday and their limited funds in 
attending some wide-awake Bible conference. Why 

such a choice? . 

The answer to this question tells the whole Bible 
conference story; and it is a wonderful story, full 
of interest, because full of the evidence of the work- 
ing of God. On the face of it there is revealed the 
fact that to hear and ‘understand the Word of God 
is one of the deepest longings of a Spirit-filled Chris- 
tian. e will evidently pay almost any price, within 
his limitations, to feed this heaven-born appetite. 
Of course there are many Christians who do not 
experience this hunger for spiritual food. But is 
not this difference between Christians’ both antici- 
pated and explained in the Bible? 

In one portion of Scripture (1 Cor. 2:9 to 3:4) 
the whole human family is divided into a threefold 
classification, and this classificatign is made on the 
basis of their attitude towards the Word of God. 
This Scripture declares that God’s Book is a book 
of words, but unlike any other book, since its words 
present a spiritual message—a divine revelation. 
The message was given by the Spirit, and we are 


‘told that its real spiritual content can be under- 


stood only as it is revealed to the individual by Him. 
To this end the Spirit has been given to indwell every 
child of God, in order that “we may know the things 
which are freely given to us of God.” 

And His divine revelation is wonderful! It is of 
things which “eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man.” It is 
drinking the wine of heaven. It-offers all the zest 
of discovery with the added thrill of the realization 
of personal possession of the boundless, eternal 
riches. It is the Spirit’s present mifistry to~ show 
us “the things of Christ,” “the things of God,” and 
“things to come.” He leads us “into all truth.” 

The fact that some Christians place such a value 
on receiving and knowing the life-giving Word of 
God, while other Christians do not, accounts for the 
spectacle which may be seen in every Bible confer- 
ence center: some Christians journeying hundreds 
of miles in the heat of summer, devoting their very 
precious vacation days and their limited “funds to 
hear the Word of God, while other Christians, liv- 
ing in the locality of the conference, will not cross 
the street to attend the meetings. 

Not only does the summer Bible conference min- 
ister to the hunger of many, but it has been one of 
the greatest agencies in transforming Christian lives. 
In these gatherings, more than has ever been esti- 
mated, lives have been dedicated to God, and true 
spirituality entered into which has resulted in min- 
istries for God which have gone out to the ends f 
the earth. A book of personal testimonies from Kes- 
wick, Northfield of the earlier days, and from new 
conferences of later days, would disclose how won- 
derfully God has provided for the present needs of 
his people through the summer Bible conferences. 
What an unnumbered company of Christians are 
thanking God for the vision and spiritual change 
which they have received at these great Bible-study, 
missionary, and Victorious Life gatherings! 

It is to be expected that every real thing will soon 
be misrepresented and counterfeited. This is already 
true in the Bible conference movement. In some 
places the programs have been allowed to drift with 
the times... The subtle, Satanic denial or omission 
of the vital truths of sin and redémption by blood 
alone have been permitted, and without protest, in 
the teaching. Satan’s trick is evidently to present 
partial truths from the Bible, or to say some good 
things about the Bible, in place of presenting the 
whole transforming message which God has given. 
There are, also, conferences which are missing the 
mark in another way. All the emphasis is made to 
fall upon Christian service. Who is able to arrest 
the disastrous progress of this error? 

The truth of God falls into two great divisions: 
(1) What God undertakes for man, and (2) what 
man undertakes for God. Most evidently human 
service is Biblical; but let it be understood that such 


service is not only made possible (Eph, 2:10), but 
also is to be “constrained,” or impelled, by a vision 
of God’s work for man (2 Cor. 5:14). The fruit 
of the disproportionate emphasis on human service 
is a subversion of the divine plan. It is nothing less 
than a turning from individual salvation and trans- 
formation through the finished work of Christ, the 
convicting work of the Spirit, and the saving work 
of God, to an unscriptural plan to ) me the masses 
by some social or service program. ne of the aims 
of the social-service program is a “Christian” home; 
but we have a Christian home only when we have 
a Christian in the home; and there will never be a 
Christian in any home apart from the work of God 
in his mighty redeeming grace and power on the 
individual life in response to an individual faith in 
the saviourhood of Christ. Since these and other 
errors are abroad under the name of Bible-study 


, conferences, Christians may well investigate an- 


nounced conference: programs before‘ arranging to 
attend. Praise and prayer should be offered for the 
conferences that stand for all the truth of God, and 
in its right proportions. 

The unique influence of the summer Bible confer- 
ence on the lives of Christians is due in part to cer- 
tain simple facts. The Christian has left home-cares 
behind and is free to give undivided attention to the 
voice of God. He has also left behind his usual 
environment. He hears the Word of God without 
the counter influence ef unbelief which is too often 
met in the home associations and church. He is also 
in a new fellowship which is moving forward in the 
things of God. He has time to think, pray, act. 

Perhaps very much more of value might be added to 
the ministry of ‘the Bible conference. Is it not time 








Adventuring with Sister Abigail 
Has a little child the right to ask God for 


somg wool,—and variegated wool, — with 
full confidence that God will answer her 
prayer? 

Would you like to have been taught in your 
prayer-life by George Mueller, that great man 
of God through pe ob prayers and faith so 
many thousands of children were cared for in 
the orphanages of Bristol, England? . 


A remarkable series of incidents in the life 
of a notable Christian woffan, “Sister Abigail,” 
who was brought up tnder the influence of 
George Mueller, and whose life and ministry 
since her girlhood days in England — she is 
now living in America — have been a succes- 
sion of present-day miracles through faith in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, will be 
commenced in next week's issue of The Sunday 


School Times. 


For example, how many Christians, while 
on a railroad trip to-day, would be willing to 
undertake the “adventure” of holding a Gos- 
pel meeting in a dining car? A young officer 
and fifty soldiers helped Sister Abigail in this, 
and those men, expecting just then to sail soon 
for France, joined in an evangelistic meetin 
that some of them will not forget through a 
eternity. 


This series of life-incidents, commencing 
next week, will continue at frequent intervals 
during the next two months in The Sunday 
School Times. Have you friends, saved or un- 
saved, who you believe ought to get the bless- 
ing of these thrilling testimonies to the power 
of the Lord Jesus rist? You can share the 
series with them by taking advantage of the 
“Get Acquainted” offer of a ten-weeks’ sub- 
scription to The Sunday Schéol Times for 25 
cents. By sending at once the names and 
addresses of the friends to whom ybu wish the 
paper to go while this series is being published, 
each name accompanied by 25 cents, to The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, you will insure this and 


may share in a far-reaching ministry. 5 
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to consider prayerfully just how this work can be 
made more effective? Is it not a real weakness that 
the program is so often made up of disconnected, 
partial presentations of Bible themes? Is not the im- 
perative need in almost every Christian’s life that of 
a more systematic understanding of God’s revealed 
Truth? Cannot this need be supplied without losin 
the freshness and attractiveness of the pooament 
We hear many wonderful things at these gatherings, 
but there is a sad lack in the working out of the 
truth in our lives. Is not this due to the fact that 
the truth as presented is often fragmentary, and 
therefore is not impressed deeply enough in the 
heart? Soul-winners, missionaries, and transformed 
lives are often the result of the conferences which 
are true to God’s Word; but might there not be 
very much more? 

There is need of more encouragement in all con- 
férences towards spending’ much time in prayer and 


-. self-adjustment to the truth that has been heard. At- 


tending meetings all day may amount to nothing more 
than a passing entertainment and its consequent 
weariness. Immature believers need to be encouraged 
and constantly helped to “chew the cud” as God’s 
spiritual = 

The time has come for thorough Bible teaching 
courses to be presented in every city and town. The 
popular addresses and eloquent sermons that. are 
sometimes offered at conferences do not always meet 
this need. More definite and constructive teachin 
is imperative, for how. vital is the knowledge o 
God’s Word! That Word has power to pierce to 
the deepest “thought and intent of the heart,” to 
“rebuke,” to “correct,” to “reprove;,” to “instruct,” 
to “save,” and to “sanctify.”. “Where it is faithfully 
taught and believed there is spiritual life, spiritual 
power and blessing. Brethren, pray much for the 
going forth of God’s Word! It never returns void. 


East OraAncE, N. J. 








What a Summer Conference 
Did for Me 

















_ 
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Where I Learned of the Spirit’s Power.—I have 
never ceased thanking God for allowing me to go to 
a summer conference two different years, nor could 
I possibly tell what especial blessing came — it Was 
all blessed. I sat under a great Bible teacher for 
four blessed weeks, two of which explained the life 
of faith as éxemplified by Abraham. had for years 
been so unsatisfied in my religious life and knowl- 
edge, but there I was filled. I learned how to study 
God’s Word. ; 

I there caught the first glimpse of the work and 
power of the Holy Spirit. I had dreamed of a 
larger life for my earthly existence. I was at the 
time superintendent of a Sunday-school, and feared 
I might teach error, but then everything cleared up. 
I have been a Sunday-school scholar aaa teacher for 
sixty-two years.—Mrs. H. J. F., Washington, D. C. 

A Life-Long Inspiration.—The. experience which 
came to me as the result of the ten-days’ services of 
a missionary conference in 1912-has been a source 
of inspiration during all the years that have followed. 
—An Ohio Reader. 


Finding Him Who Satisfies.—I went, heart- and 
soul-hungry to a summer conference in 1917, and 
came away with great joy and peace in my heart: 
God led me to a more complete yielding to himself, 
and then revealed himself to me in a precious way. 
At a later conference the same year Christ very 
definitely revealed himself to me as the only One 
who truly satisfies—A Wisconsin Reader. 

Led into Definite Bible Study.—I attended a Bible 
Workers’ Conference in August, 1913. I have been 
more vitally interested in Bible study, especially 
teacher-training classes since then. The early morn- 
ing prayer-meeting was a great inspiration to all who 
attended it, and a number were converted there.— 
An Iowa Subscriber 


Where a Pastor Got Help.—Did I ever attend a 
summer conference? Yes, and life currents have 
been blessed ever since, even though these dates 
seem like ancient history. My first was at a con- 
ference under the auspices of the Y. M, C. A. in 
the days when a great spiritual force was Charles 
E. Hurlburt, who has been such a light in Africa 
as well as in America. I have attended two others. 
I am a pastor, and my people have said that after 
I had been away a few days, rubbing up against 
my brethren at these conferences, they noticed a 
difference in my work. I was influential in starting 
some people going to these conferences who have 
kept it up.—A Philadelphia Pastor. 

Taking the Message Back Hiome.—In the summer 
of 1911 our pastor urged our church‘people to atténd 
a Bible conference,.and five of us did so. Nothing 
ever helped me so. One of the five is now a mis- 
sionary to China. The results of that conference 
cannot be measured. My own life has been more 
useful since. 

The beauty of the place, the forest trees, the 

( Continued on page 243) 
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LESSON 6. MAY’9. ELI AND HIS SONS 


1 Samuel 2: 12-17; 4: 1-18 


Golden Text.—The wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.—Rom. 6:23 ~ 








The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


6% UINS to be Permanent,” was the unusual 
headline of a recent newspaper despatch from 
Ypres. The cablegram stated: “Skilled 
workmen will soon be sent here by the Belgian Gov- 
ernment to make permanent the ruins of the ancient 
Cloth Hall and the famous Church of Saint Martin’s, 
as a lasting monument to the martyrdom of the town 
ef Ypres. The ruins will be left essentially as they 
are to-day, but will be skilfully reinforced by arti- 
sans so as to preserve their present appearance.” 

The making permanent of those ruins will be for 
a worthy purpose. 

But there are other ruins, made permanent from 
time to time in connection with anything but a worthy 
purpose. Satan and sin are the “artisans” who do 
the work. We study such ruins in to-day’s lesson. 


Our Background Material 


Does the class know the significance of the ark of 
God, which comes so prominently into this lesson? 
It has been called the most perfect Old Testament 
type of Christ. The following points are brought 
out by Dr. I. M. Haldeman: 


Called the ark of God’s strength (2 Chron. 6: 
41), in form it was like a box or chest, and among 
ether things it»¢ontained the tables of the law. It 
was, in Israel, God’s throne manifested and made 
visible to men, and thus a symbol of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. , 

As the law was hiddengin the chest, so Christ hid 
the law in his heart (Psa. 40: 8). 

The golden lid or covering of the ark, with its 
resplendent cherubim, was called the mercy-seat 
(Exod. 25: 17-21; Heb. 9:4, 5). It was God’s meet- 
ing place with man; God told Moses he would meet 
him there (Exod, 25: 22; 30:6, 36; Num. 17:4). On 
the day of atonement the priest took the blood of 
the sacrifice within the vail and sprinkled it upon 
the mercy-seat. When God looked at the blood 
sprinkled there he knew his claims had been typically 
met in the death of the ordained victim; and there 
was peace between God and man. Romans 3:25 
tells us that the mercy-seat is a symbol of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, for the word “propitiation” in that 
verse signifies literally “mercy-seat.” So the ark 
stood for the redemption and victory of God’s peo- 
ple, by his grace, through the all-sufficient sacrifice 
of Christ the Lamb of God. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles’ in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain @agraphs in those articles will help. in 
*aliickly locating the references. " 

Any one. who does not know God is a dead man. 
He may be living physically; but he is dead spirit- 
ually; and unless he’comes to know God he will die 
the second death of unending separation from God, 
in body, mind, and spirit. The sons of Eli were dead 
men, for “they knew not Jehovah” (2:12). Men 
can know God. only through Jesus Christ, as we 
see in John 17:3; 1 Thessalonians 4:5; 2 Thessa- 
lonians 1:8; John x 9. Gld Testament believers 
knew God through their faith in the coming Re- 
deemer, though they could not know Christ histor- 
ically as we may know him. 

So these spiritually dead sons of Eli, who were 
serving as priests, led the people into death, both 
spiritually and physically. The priests’ sins are de- 
scribed in verses 13-17 of the second chapter of 1 
Samuel; and it is significant to contrast their action 
with the Old Testament law as given in ‘Leviticus 
3:3-5, 16; 7: 29-34. They dcliberately, willfully 
robbed God, and. despised the offering of Jehovah 
(2:17). But all sin is a robbing of God. 

In chapter’ 4 the scene changes, and we find God’s 
people in trouble at the hands of their enemies (vs. 
1, 2). There was then only one reason for Ged’s 
people ever being defeated by an enemy, as there 
is only one reason to-day: sin in God’s people, un- 
repented sin. And instead of recognizing this as 
the cause of their defeat, and coming to God in 
repentance and confession, Israel simply decides to 
bring out the ark of. the covenant of Jehovah, and 
let it, as a sort of fetish, save them (vs. 3, 4). 
“They substituted-the symbol for the God it was in- 
tended to symbolize.” How they sinned in going and 
getting the ark is discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
I, 1). The folly and defeat of making a fetish of 

od and the ark is brought out by Dr. Smellie (2, 
3). Merely to invoke God, or Christ, in a supersti- 
tious way without obeying or believing him brings 
death instead of life. Many a one has proved this 


ing: Prov. 4: 10-27. 


ial for Teachers: 1 Sam. 2: 22-36; 3:20-14; 4:19 


Lesson Material: 1: 5am, 3: 1-21. 
Memory Verse; Speak, Jehovah ; for thy servant heareth.—1 
Sam. 3: 


ue an. ise and Hig Some, 22-17; 4: 5-18. 
ee ee 4 err: 10:1. ‘ 
Intermediate Senior Topic ; Bowing om 
Topic 5 comes People and Adults : end Rosson of Parents 
‘Additional Material: Gen. 18: 16-19; 1 Sam, 2: 22-36; 3: 
10-14; 8:15; Ey bh. 6: 2-4. 


to 6 ; 18. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for prianting in the lesson helps is 
1 Samuel 4: 5-1 

5S And when the ark of the covenant of Jehovah came 
into the camp, all Israel shouted with a great shout, so 
that the earth rang again. 6 And when the Philistines 
heard the noise of the shout, they said, What meaneth 
the noise of this great shout in the camp of the Hebrews? 
And they understood that the ark of Jehovah was come 
into the camp. 7 And the Philistines were afraid, for 
they said, God is come into the camp. And they said, 
Woe unto us! for there hath not been such a thing here- 
tofore. 8 Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of the 
hand of these mighty gods? these are the gods that smote 
the Egyptians with all manner of ‘plagues in the wilder- 
ness. 9 Be strong, aud quit yourselves like men, O ye 
Philistines, that ye be not servants unto the Hebrews, as 
they have been to you: quit yourselves like men, and fight. 
10 And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, 
and they fled every man to his tent: and there was a 
very great slaughter; for there fell of Israel thirty thou- 
sand footmen. 11 And the. ark of God was taken; and the 
two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain. 

12 And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the ‘army, 
and came to Shiloh the same day, with his clothes rent, 
and with earth upon his head. 13 And when he came, lo, 
Eli was sitting upon his seat by the wayside watching; 
for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when the 
man came into the city, and told it, all the city cried out, 
14 And when Eli heard the noise of the crying, he said, 
What meaneth the’ noise of this tumult? And the man 
hasted, and came and told Eli. 15 Now Eli was ninety 
and eight years old; and his eyes were set, so that he 
could not see. 16 And the man said unto Eli, I am he that 
came out of the “army, and I fled to-day out of the “army. 
And he said, How went ‘the matter, my son? 17 And he 
that brought the tidings answered and said, Israel is 
fled before the Philistines, and there hath been also a 
great slaughter among the people, and thy two sons also, 
Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God is 
taken. 18 And it came to pass, when he made mention of 
the ark of God, that Eli fell from off his seat backward 
by the side of the gate; and his neck brake, and he died: 
for he was an old man, and heavy. And he had judged 
Israel forty years. 


1Heb. smiting *Heb. array. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson .& Sons 








by tragic personal experience; and our Lord’s words 
in Matthew 7:22, 23° are a solemn warning. 

There is terrible significance in the sacrilege of 
the presence of the two God-rejecting sons of_ Eli 
“there with the ark of the covenant of God,” as we 
“ * description of the ark itself in the same bie 

v. 4). ' 

And now let the narrative of verses 5-11 be given 
to the class. Israel shouts in a terrifying way as she 
sees the ark; but, as Mr. Ridgway’s opening para- 
graph points out, it takes more than alot of shout- 
ing to save people from defeat. And the Philistines, 
recognizing what a mighty God they have against 
them, as “natural” men proved to be stronger than 
those who may have fancied themselves to be spiritual, 


as Dr. Smellie points out in his last three paragraphs... 


Israel had deserted (God; and God now~deserted 
Israel, and utter defeat overtakes God’s apostate peo- 
ple (vs. 10, 11). The climax is in the words that 
“the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of 
Eli . . . were slain.” 

Eli was undoubtedly a true child of God; but his 
life ends in sad failure. It is in his favor that the 
news that overwhelmed him most was not that of 
the death of his sons, but the taking of the ark of 
God (v. 18). 

But let us not say of Eli, as is so often said of 
such -characters, that he was “good, but weak.” 
Goodness is never weak; true goodness, which con- 
sists only of the life of God received by faith in 
Christ is the strength of God himself, or omnip- 
otence. Wherever Eli was weak, it was because he 
was not govt but bad at that particular point; that 
is, not believing but unbelieving. The Word of God 
is unmistakably clear as to the undefeatable strength 
that comes to every one through faith in Him? let 
such passages ‘as the following be read aloud in class: 
Exodus 15:2; Psalm 19:14; Isaiah “40: $1; 41:10; 
t Corinthians 16:13; Ephesians 6: tro. 

That Eli was responsible before God for the fail- 
ure of his sons is brought out in the second section 
of Mrs. Askew’s article. 


~~ 


tans 


And Dr. Smellie -(1) quotes the statement that 
“more ‘harm had been wrought by the weakness of 
the good than by the wickedness of the bad.” 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Deliverance from the sin, sorrow, and tragedy re- 
corded in this lesson is God’s-free gift to all who will 
receive the fulness of his love. e€ earn death; 
eternal life is God’s free aift in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
This is the Golden’ Truth of the Golden Text in 
Romans 6:23. And parents may. have that free gift 
of eternal life for their children, for their entire 
household, if they will but ask and believe; this 
Scriptural truth was brought out in the leading edi- 
= in last week’s issue of The Sunday School 

imes. ‘ ; 


Teaching Points 


The enemies of Géd’s children were exhorting 
each other to do, in their own strength, what God 
exhorts his children to do in his strength (4:9; 1 
Cor. 16: 13). : 

Disobedience to parents is prophesied in the Word 
of-God as one of the clfaracteristics:of the last days 
before the coming of Christ (2 Tim. 3:1, 2). But 
faith in Christ, on the part of Christian parents, 
can make their households “more than conquerors” 
in this as in all else. The relation of children and 
parents is taken up by Dr. Griffith Thomas, in the 
latter part of his Section_ III, The Graded Topics. 

The Sunday of this lesson is “Mother’s Day,” and 
this opportunity is discussed in the “Family Wor- 
ship” column in this issue. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
Can any one be good who does not know God? 
Can any one know God who does not know Christ? 


_ Are most ministers’ sons bad? (Striking material 
in answer to this question is brought out in Pucker’s 
class, in the opening paragraphs of Mr. Rogers’ les- 
son article.) 

Why did not God honor the presence of his ark? 
Did God want the Philistines to win? 

In what New Testament passage is the life of such 
a believer as Eli described? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe Law or AssociaTION oF Ipgas,—Ideas 
which are learned together tend to recur to- 
gether. 











ye Israelites had learned that the presence of 
God meant victory. When therefore they were 
smitten before their enemie 
would. insure the presence Jehovah by bringing 
the ark of God into battle. But when again they 
were not only defeated, but the ark of the rd was 
captured, they knew the glory had departed from 
Israel; and they must have known that sin was the 
cause, for not only had they been definitely taught 
that God would not look with favor upon them 
while sin was in the camp, but they had had bitter 
experiences, as at Ai, to impress the lesson upon them. 
In the account before us, the Word of God sets forth 
clearly the sin cause of the disaster which had fallen 
upon the people of God. Patiently and faithfully, in 
providence and in prophetic proclamation, has Je- 
hovah been teaching his people in every dispensation 
to associate righteousness with happiness and life, 
and sin with disaster and death, and such is 
still the lesson he would: have us learn and teach. 
Our present lesson is, but one more opportunity to 
impress this association of ideas so strongly that it 
will persist intact. Our Golden Text is a Scriptural 
emphasis of this fact. - 

The far-reaching results of disobedience both to 
God and to a godly father will furnish one phase 
of the subject to be stressed with younger classes; 
while Eli’s failure, none the less evident in view 
of the twice-repeated divine rebuke, may also be 
dwelt upon profitably with parents. The large ,re- 
sponsibility of those in high place should not be over- 
looked on the one hand; nor on the ‘other, the re- 
sponsibility of protest against evil on the part of 
those affected. Aim to have the class leave the hour 
with the God-given association of the Golden Text 
strengthened not only on the negative side, so 
strongly illustrated by the lesson, but on the posi- 
tive- side as well. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


they felt that they 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


———- 





Books.—For commentaries, the volume on Samuel 
in the Cambridge Bible for Schools, by Kirkpatrick 
Geo. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, 75 cts.), and 
e volume in the Pulpit Commentary (Funk and 
Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., $2 a vol.; sold only 
in sets) are the best. Useful material is available 
in the volume in the “Expositor’s Bible,” by Blaikie 
(Geo. H. Doran Co., New York, $1). Helptul teach- 
ing will also be found in “Samuel the Prophet,” by 
He F. B. Meyer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 

2. 

Date.—This mention of Philistines is the first 
since Judges 13-16. It is not certain when the bond- 
age commenced which lasted forty years (Judges 
13:1). But some think that the latter part of Eli’s 
life and the early portion of Samuel’s were simul- 
taneous with the lite of Samson. Dr. Green suggests 
1129 B. C., and the usual chronology of Ussher gives 
ay B. C. But the chronology of this period is very 
difficult and complicated. 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


The Sadness (2:12-17). The story of the life of 
the sons of Eli is very deplorable, especially because 
they took undue advantage of their position as 
priests, and the result -was that the people were 
alienated from religion (v. 17). A careful compari- 
son of the law with the wrong-doing of these men 
will show the.full extent of their disgraceful conduct. 
The old: saying, “Like priest, like people,” was clearly 
illustrated in the condition of the people at this time. 

The Sinfulness (4 1-4).- The Philistines were 
Israel’s most powertul enemies, and the battle soon 
went against Israel. The elders were the heads of 
families, showing that this element of pene 
government still existed (Exod. 3:16). hey were 
surprised at the result, for my. felt sure that God 
would give Israel the victory. The life in the camp 
of Israel shows their true conditien. But their 
self-confidence would have been set aside if the sons 
of Eli had been true men. The Ark of the Covenant 
(Exod. 25) was the symbol of God’s presence, but 
the people superstitiously thought that it would prove 
a charm, bringing them victory. The elders had no 
right to take this action, since the ark was in the 
charge of the priests and Levites, and should not 
have been moved from the Tabernacle several miles 
away. Earlier instances (Num. 10:35; Joshua 3: 
10-13) were quite different. The description of the 
ark-is most striking (4:4). The cherubim were 
symbolical figures on the lid of the ark, though it 
is not known what they signified (Ezek. 1:5). (1) 

The Surprise (vs. 4:5-11). The delight of the 
Israelites and the concern of the Philistines are both 
vividly depicted. The former were encouraged and 
the latter discouraged by the coming of the ark. The 
Philistines showed their polytheistic views, for. the 
original statements are in the plural (1 Kings 12: 
It is striking to notice how widespread was the 
knowledge of what: Jehovah had accomplished for 
Israel (Num. ‘22:5; Joshua 2:10). Yet notwithstand- 
ing this real terror, the Philistines were encouraged 
to. bravery, and the result was quickly evident, -for 
Israel was entirely defeated. The sons of Eli were 
with the ark, and as this was taken they were slain, 
thus fulfilling the prophecy (2:34). ; 

The Sorrow (vs. 12-18). By swift running, which 
was a feature of the time (2 Sam. 18: 19-31), and 
with marks of grief (v. 12), the news reached Eli 
the same day. is main thought was not for his 
sons but for the ark of God, and the picture of the 
old man, nearly one hundred and wholly blind, 
is truly touching. Here again the prophecy was ful- 
filled (2:33, 34; 3: 11-14). 

Devotional Reading: (Prov. 4:10-27). These 
verses contain advice such as might well have been 

iven by Eli to his sons. The special point to. notice 
is the series of contrasts. The first part of the ad- 
vice is in verses 10-19, with three contrasts (10-13; 
14-17; 18, 19); the second part of the advice is in 
verses 20-27, with especial contrast in verses 20-23. 
Notice these five special thoughts: wisdom and folly; 
good and evil; truth and error; light and darkness; 
life and. death. 


Ii. Additional Material for Teachers 

I Samuel 2:22-36; 3:10-14; 4:19 to 6:18. 

1. 1 Samuel 2: 22-36. (1) The wickedness; (2) the 
weakness; (3) the warning. 

2.1 Samuel 3:10-14. (1) Divine judgment an- 
nounced ‘(v. 11); (2) Divine judgment assured (v. 
12) ; (3) Divine judgment explained (v. 13); (4) 
Divine judgment permanent (v. 14.) 

_.3. 1 Samuel 4:19 to 6:18. The circumstances 
immediately following the defeat. (1) The sorrow; 
(2) the separation. Notice the testimony of God by 
the action associated with Dagon and the plagues 
(chap. 5); (3) the sacrifice. The Philistines were 
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determined to get rid of the ark of Jehovah as 
quickly as possible, and sent it away with a recogni- 
tion of their sin, by means of a trespass offering (6: 
1-18). Thus all round the one thought of suffering 
as due to sin is seen in this story. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 
1. Intermediate and Senior: Sowing and Reaping. 


‘This is a profound truth illustrated by nature and 


also in every department of life. It is true of the 
individual, referring to his body, his mind, and his 
soul. It is also true of the community, whether we 
think of the family, or the city, or the nation, or the 
world. Nearly every writer recently has called atten- 
tion to the way in which Germany as a nation has 
reaped what she sowed. No person or nation can 
disregard the moral law without suffering the con- 
sequences. “Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap” (Gal. 6:7). This truth is seen in this 
lesson .both in regard to Eli and also to his sons. 

(1) We always reap the same kind as we sow. 
If we “sow to the flesh,” we are certain to reap “cor- 
ruption,” while if- we “sow to the Spirit,” we are 
equally certain to “reap life everlasting” When 
wheat is sown, wheat is reaped, and the same is 
equally true of badness and goodness. 

(2) But it is even ‘more soleran to realize that 
the reaping is out of all proportion to the sowing, for 
the words “thirtyfold, sixtyfold, hundredfold,” tell 
what is equally true of things moral and spiritual. 

2. Young People and Adults: Responsibility of 
Parents. The Additional Material teaches the vari- 
ous Scripture truths about the proper attitude of 
parents. to child, and of child to parents (Gen. 18: 
16-19; 1 Sam. 2: 22-36; 3: 10-14; 8: 1-5; Eph. 6: 1-4). 

(1) The attitude of parents to children can be 
summed up in three words: example, instruction, 
authority. Not one of these can be omitted from 
paréntal responsibility, and it is certain that no 
authority will have weight which is not based upon 
personal life and true teaching. 

(2) The attitude of children to parents is also three- 
fold; including honor, teachableness, obedience. We 
are to “honor” our father and mother, and this means 
very much more than-mere obedience. Parents, for 
the earlier part of our life, are God’s representatives 
to us, and we are to listen with loyalty, love, and 
readiness to obey. No one can doubt that home-life 
is the secret of individual and national blessing, and 
no home-life is worthy of the name that is not based 
on true religion. Parents and teachers should give . 
special attention to the new book already mentioned, 
by Frank L. Brown, “Plans for Sunday-School Evan- 
gelism” (Revell, $1.50). 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The Golden Text read in the light of this sad story 
is full of impressiveness. It tells of contrasts and 
alternatives. 

1. Two Lives. .There is the life of sin, which 
rgeans transgression of God’s law and the assertion 
of self-will against God. The. root of all sin, from 
the Garden of Eden onwards, is independence; but 
man was never made for independence. He must 
sefve some one, and as there are only two masters, 
God and the devil, he cannot serve both at once. 
These alternatives have always been put before. peo- 
ple, by men like Moses, Joshua, muel,’ Elijah, 
Christ, and Paul. The other way of life is that of 
-dependence on God, the will of God being the cen- 
ter of everything, bringing peace and power into our 
lives. This is the truest and best service, and we 
should not be content with anything less. A joint 
service of sin and God is impossible, because they 
are opposites and cannot be reconciled. What God, 
has put asunder man cannot join. 

2. Two Aspects. The words “wages” and “gift” 
are very significant. Wages are certain, adequate, 
and permanent. There is one thing about Satan on 
which we can always depend; he pays his servants 
their wages» On the other hand, ome is the Giver, 
and his gift is free, full; and eternal. These two 
aspects are fundamentally opposite. Wages are the 
result of work done, while a gift is due to the 
bounty of the donor. 

3. Two Rewards, Here we see the contrast be- 
tween death and life. The former always means 
separation, and the sinner is eternally separated from 
God. The latter always means union, and the be- 
liever is eternally united with God. Thus there are 
three contrasts and there is no third part, nothing 
between these two ways of life. 


V. Leading Questions 
A sa are Proverbs 10:1 and 22:6 illustrated by 
i 
What was wrong in bringing the ark into the bat- 
tlefield? 
What illustrations does the Bible give of individual 
wrong doing bringing about national disaster? 
Illustrate the last part of 2: 30. 
What is the spiritual meaning of the ark? 


What other examples are given in Scripture of 
» right and wrong attitudes of parents and chil- 
ren 
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Foes Within the Gates 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


NE thing God says is this: 

of the best is the worst. : 

The men of Israel were’ intended to be a peo- 
ple for His Own possession. But they were routed and 
shamed before the Philistines, because they had be- 
come utterly unmindful of their sacred caltiag. The 
veneer of religion ‘remained; but there was nothing 
behind the veneer. Rather, there was too much — 
falseness, foulness, impurity, the hungry lion of 
pride, and the spotted panther of uncleanness, and 
the famished wolf of greed. And those who should 
have been the tenchors agermominere of Israel were 
the ringleaders in the godlessness. Hophni and 
Phinehas, the ministers of the sanctuary, had won a 
fearful eminence in evil. And he who should have 
restrained them, their father, Eli the high priest, was 
too feeble and timorous to rebuke the wrong, even 
if he himself was a lover of the right. I once heard 
a great historian, Bishop Mandell Creighton, de- 
clare that, after years spent in the study of the 
past, it was his conviction that more harm had been 
wrought by the weakness of the good than by the 
wickedness of the bad; and Eli is a melancholy il- 
lustration of the truth of the axiom. Surely, the 
fine gold was very dim, and the corruption of the 
best was the worst. (1) 

We have had too many instances of a similar sort. 
A church’s profession of faith and abedience has fre- 
quently covered much unbelief and sin. What is 
the Gospel? It is salvation from death, but salva- 
tion also from everything crooked and unworthy. It 
is mercy, but mercy in order to a_righteous and 
Christlike life. It is God’s matchless love to liberate 
us from penalty, and it is God’s indwelling power to 
strengthen us for the fulfilment of his own cate- 
gorical imperative, Be ye perfect. 


‘The corruption 


Here is a second message of the verses: The 
symbol is valueless without the reality. 

When the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord came 
into the camp, all Israel shouted with a great shout, 
so. that the earth rang again.. It was an unwarrant- 
able rejoicing, a baseless confidence, possible only to 
meg whose faith had degenerated into superstition. 
The ark: was their fetish, and its wood their saviour. 
Their God who had wrought the miracles of Egypt, 
and led their fathers through the sea, and settled 
them in a land flowing with milk and honey; was en- 
closed in this chest, and could be borne hither and 
thither by its staves in the: hands of. the priests. 
What an almost incredible delusion! What a silly 
and fatal mistake! Having departed from the Lord 
Himself, they were relying on nothing better than the 
external symbol of him. (2) 

But the mistake has been repeated, and the delusion 
asserts itself again and again, like the dragon’s 
teeth in the Greek fable springing up in the shape 
of armed men, The Pharisees gloried in their phy- 
lacteries, and neglected the weightiest matters of 
the Law. Medieval monks and nuns sometimes 
thought more of the timber and nails of the Cross 
than of its truth and redemption. One hears of peo- 
ple to-day who deck out with fiowers and embroidery 
the simplicity that is in Christ, and who smother him 
in incense smoke, until the worship. of the senses: hides 
the spirit and the life which come from genuine con- 
tact with the Lord. And do not let us flatter our- 
selves that we are safe from the danger. Are we 
not apt to substitute the repetition of prayer for 
prayer itself? Are we not inclined to credit. our 
observance of the means of grace with a saving po- 
tency which can proceed only from Him to whom 
they .should lead us? (3) 


For this God would have us remember, too: The 
natural man may be stronger than the man who 
fancies himself to be spiritual. 

The Philistines were full of courage. Their 
battle-cry, Quit you like men, has the accent of Wil- 
liam Tell or William Wallace. We cannot but honor 


. them for their love of country and their passion for 


liberty. They were pagans; but they might have been 
brave servants of the true Lord if he had been com- 
mended to them as he should. They have heard of 
his me ab these mighty gods, they say; but it is 
impossible for them to admire his followers. So 
they brace themselves for a tremendous effort. And 
they prevail; for they fought not against God but 
against his perverted image, and against men who 
had betrayed him. 

Can we not recall similar victories of the natural 
over the spiritual, because the natural was in earnest 
and the spiritual was a hollow thing. We think of 
the nerveless Christianity of the seventh and eighth 
centuries going down before the onset of Mohammed 
and the Khalifs. We see the formal Church of France 
vanishing in the hurricane of the Revolution, before 
a- skepticism which contended with enthusiasm for 
the rights of man. Zeal, even when it is on the wrong 
side, is always mightier than “a faith which seems 
not faith.” Do let us lay the admonition to heart. Phil- 
istines and Assyrians are still the rod of the, Lord’s 
anger, and their fearlessness.and determination may 
condemn and punish his ineffectual people. 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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Churches, Young Men’s Christian Associations, Salva- 
tion Armies and other similar organizations are learning 
the value of electric sign advertising. Commercial inter- 
ests have reaped enormous harvests from this advertis- 
ing for many yeurs. Don’t be afraid to let the people 
know that you have a church and its location. 

A popular and successful advertiser said recently: “ If 


concern on earth has a product worth advertising it 
is the churches.”’ 

ith our interchangeable letter feature, you can adver- 
tise the various church meetings, changing weekly. 
Write for complete information. 


AMERICAN SIGN COMPANY, KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 


GOD SAYS: 


“My Word shall not return unto Me void.” 

“Go ‘To Church” advertisements that contain 
God's Word and are read are sure to get results. 
To get church advertisements read, they must be 
as attractive and as artistic as mercantile and 
other advertisements. 

Sixty million people in America do not attend 
church. Invite them. Your additional basket 
collections will pay for your advertising. 

Write for first and second series of ‘‘Go To 
Church” advertisements. This is a weekly matrix 


service for newspapers. 
Agency, 


JAMES B. SPILLMAN, Religious Advertising 
THE SATAN OF SCRIPTURE. 8s, W;,A. Me 























COLUMBIA, S. C. 
por- 


trayal of the Satan of Scripture compared with the 
devil of common belief. Paper, 15 cents. 


LESSONS OF THe AGEs, fr ghis age. Same 
author. A startling revelation, ll of instruction. 
25 cents, : 


PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN. By Rev. J. Deno- 
van, Teaches the very opposite of what is generally 
read into it. 10 cents. 


PARABLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED. The popu- 
lar interpretation is decidedly unscriptural. 15 cents. 


THE DAYS OF NOAH. Shows how strikingly these 
last days resemble those of the “Antediluviax Age. 
20 Cents, 


A. SIMS, Publisher, 


Dept.:X, 5 Simpson Ave., Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada. 


Scofield Reference Bible 


NEW AND IMPROVED EDITION 
~ Equals a Course in Bible Study 
Order by number from ony Scofield Bible Price List 
BIBLES SENT ANYWHERE POS'T-PAID. 


OUR EXCLUSIVE OFFER 


$1.00 down and $1.00 per month 


Send for Catalogue. Agents Wanted 
National Educational Society 427 S. Dearborn St., Chicage, I. 








“a wine, ? ° 
The Christian Workers’ Magazine 
o Rev. James M. Gray, D.D., Editor. 

For all who love, and teach and preach the Gospel. 


Monthly, $1.50 per year; three months’ trial sub- 
scription, 25 cents. 


The Christian Workers’ Magazine 
190 lnstitate Place, - = - Chicago, 1. 


J * . o o 
Scientific Homiletics 
Bible Pedagogy for the Pulpit and Classroom. New, 
not taught in the schools. Exegesis, sermon construc- 
tion and creative writing made ctical, thorough 
and easy. All need it regardless of previous training. 
Rare equipment for evangelistic work. The problem of 
home training for the ministry sdlved. Given by 
correspondence in five books, putting the best training 


for preacher and teacher into the home. For fu'l in- 
formation, 


Address, G. S. Anderson, Selma, Ala. 
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Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 

the lesson of May 23, “Israel’s First 

King” (1 Sam. 9:15 to 10:24), will be 
found useful. 

The suggestions are here given in advance, 
so that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tion I mentions works from various pub- 
lishers, and will be found, two weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article.~Sec- 
tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. 

I. For commentaries, the volume on Sam- 
uel in the Cambridge Bible for Schools, by 
Kirkpatrick (Geo. P. Putnam’s Sons, New 
York, 75 cts.), and the volume in the Pul- 
pit Commentary (Funk and Wagnalls, New 
York, 5: vols., $2 a vol,; sold only in sets) 
are the best. Useful material is available 
in the volume in the “Expositor’s Bible,” by 
Blaikie (Geo. H. Doran Co., New York, $1). 
Helpful teaching will also be found in “Sam- 
uel the Prophet,” by Dr. F. B. Meyer (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York, $1). 

Il. This is a good time to introduge to the 
class Byington’s Chart of Jewish National 
History, showing the progress, divisions, 
kings, and prophets of Israel and Judah 
from the time of Abraham to the birth of 
Christ and after. This chart can be used con- 
tinuously during the next quarter, and some 
teachers have found it advantageous to 
supply each member with a copy (The Sun- 
day School Times Co., Philadelphia, 25 cts., 
postpaid). ” 


The Busy Men’s Class 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Loose Line.—When the ark... 
came into the camp, all Israel shouted 
(v. 5). Hurrahing for a form of re- 
ligion did not save them from defeat. 
The religion that saves a nation must 
do something more than come into camp 
with a Hallelujah Chorus. It must be 
hard at work every day in the hearts 
of the people. Eli had made the same 
mistake with the nation that he had 
with his family. God help the people 
when the guiding hand is “easy.” A 


| body of people can never be safely 


driven with a loose line. There are too 
many traction engines, flapping flags, 
brass bands, and other scary things along 
the way at which the crowd can shy. 
Israel was half the time “actin’ like a 
fool” toward Baal, Ashtaroth, and all 
the other idolatrous scarecrows she saw 
over the fences along the way. “Went 
up into the air,” as Uncle Billy puts it, 
Lots of ministers make the same mis- 
take, because they drive with a loose 
line (Titus 2:15; 2 Tim. 4:2). Some 
years ago the pastor of the Coatesville 
church was a tchman named James 
Roberts. When we young folks started 
a dancing class,, Pastor Roberts thun- 
dered from his pulpit against it. He 
did the same thing when they built a 
new opera house and opened it with 
plays ee a theatrical company. Ditto 
when the card fever came to town. Those 
were my heathen days, and I wrote 
lampoons and doggerel verse against 
“Blue Stockin’ Jim.” But listen! Later 
I joined Fightin’ Jim’s church. He was 
one of my best friends until God took 
him Home. While I ridiculed the “Puri- 
tanical Parson,” in my heart I admired 
his virile and vigorous brand of relig- 
ion — and later on adopted it. 


In Our Town.—Be strong, and quit 
yourselves like men, O ye Philistines 
(v.9). There are many times we cannot 
help but admire the pep of the Philis- 
tines. They put the vacillating and in- 
consistent Chosen People to shame. But 
they remained Philistines to the end of 
their history and passed out with Dagon. 
Israel is still with us. Because in spite 
of manifold lapses they had the one 
true: God. It is even so in America. 
In the town of you and me there is 
many a “Philistine” that would make 
a great deal better “Israelite” than you 
and I have ever been. They are splen- 
did business men, their word is as good 
as their bond, they. do not “get mad and 


“fly off the handle,” they help along all | 
good things, and are so masterful and‘ 


eminent in the community that we ac- 
cept every invitation théy are good 
enough to.send us. But—oh, well, 
they worship Dagon. And- Dagon has 
no part with Jehovah. They play golf 
all.day Sunday, and wind up the Holy 
Day with a swell dinner and cards after. 
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And sometimes the guests have to be 
helped home. Their religionless chil- 
dren pass as did the Philistines. The 
wheels turn ’round, and it is back again 
to shirt sleeves. The Philistines were 
a stirring people, and deserved a better 
fate. But they lacked the one thing 
(Psalm 33:12; 9:17). 

Danger!—And the ark of God was 
taken; and the two sons of Eli .. . were 
slain (v. 11). If there could possibly 
be a sacred thing on earth made by the 
hand of man, the ark certainly would be 
that thing. Seppote somebody should 
find it this year! Made exactly after 
the plan laid down by God and visited 
by his visible presence in the cloud, hold- 
ing the very tables given by his hand, 
has there ever been such a holy piece 
of workmanship? And yet here we see 
it had no more potency than the cedar 
chest that holds last winter’s furs. 
There was another man who had two 
sons. His name was n.. These 
sons also died suddenly, and at the side 
of this ark (Lev. 10:1-11). There was 
death in the ark for impious hands. The 
Philistines could put their heathen 
hands upon the sacred chest and five, 
but Nadab and Abihu die. There are 
things Coatesville “Philistines” can do 
with apparent safety, but which Coates- 
ville Christians do at their peril. The 
Overmans have no use for churches, 





pagne dinner and cards for a wind-up | 
—as mentioned in the last paragraph. | 


The Overmans seem to be prosperous 
both in their business and family life. 


But let any Christian family strike | 


the Overman heathen pace, and they are 
in the ditch in a single generation. And 
by the way, what became of the Philis- 
tines? I saw some of an Overman 
family of a former generation a while 
so and I could have wept (Psalm 37: 
35). 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


‘4 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must.reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 


they may not be considered at all. not 


submit illustrations without first securing a | 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- | 
terial, and the | a gl lesson calendar, which | 


will be sent for five cents in stamps. All read- 


ers are invited to assist in the conduct of | 


this department. i 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Sieoteytions on oe verese than the 
Gelden Text are specially ired, and will 
stand a better ch of pt than 
illustrations on the-Golden Text. 


of from 75 to 158 w 
castorate ar 


Why Heathen are Repelled.—Hophni 
and Phinehas were there with the ark (4: 
4). Abroad every Englishman must be 
a missionary of one kind or another. 
“It. is because you Christians are not 
like your Christ that we remain heathen,” 
was said lately—From Mrs. Ashley 
Carus-Wilson, Sent by W. R. Clark, 
Belper, Eng. 

Why His Business Thrived.—The 
wages of sin is death (Golden Text). 
“If any man here,” shouted the temper- 
ance speaker, “can name any honest 
business that has been helped by the 
public house, I will agree to spend the 
rest of tay life working for the liquor in- 
terests.” At this point a man in the audi- 
ence rose. “I consider my business hon- 
est,” he said, “and it has been helped by 
the public house.” “What is your busi- 
ness ?” asked the orator. “I, sir,” replied the 
man, “am an undertaker."—From the 
Youth's. Companion. Sent by Cara 
Swartwout, Prospect, N. Y. 


The Needle and Thread.—The wages 
of sin ts death; but the free gift of God 
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord 
(Golden Text). A Scottish preacher 
once said: “You never saw a- woman 
sewing without a needle.. She would 
make poor speed if she only sewed with 
the thread; so I think, when we're deal- 
ing wi’ sinners, we maun aye put in the 
needle o’ law first, for the fact is, they’re 
sleepin’ sound, and they need to be 
wakened up wi’ something sharp: -But 
when we've got the needle o’ the law 
fairly in, wé’may draw as we like o’ 
Gospel consolation after’t."— From. the 

( Continued on the next page) 





One dollar is offered for | 


play golf all day Sunday, with a cham- | Institute 





APRIL 24, 1920 


Spend Your Vacation at Erieside- 


Erieside mioucust 
Bible Conference "~ 3s: 


‘JULY 16th to JULY 25th 


ITS PLATFORM: 

. WwW ures 
New Testathents an the Word cf God, green by verbal 
i ion, and without error 


PWe believe 1a the perfect Dei well as the 
* 2. We eve in the pe: ity, as as 

perfect H ity, of our Lord Christ ; and that 
the only an Ui Suficient a of Salvation is 


rough his substitutionary and vicarious sacrifice on — 


Cross of Calvary. 
Hiiy So patave in the Personality and Deity of the 


4. We believe in the Personal and Premillennial and 
lesions fetare = ont ase. im 

5. We ve that it is the supreme mission and im- 
mediate duty of the Church to ae Soe Gaeoed known 


in all the world. 
Teachers alread ed include : Revs. W.Graham 
” of ; B. Rile . Min: ; 
s 
R. A. Hadden 
Ohio ; P. W. Phi 





pot, amilton, Canada. 
igginbottom of India and Miss 


Constance Brandon, together with a otrong staff of 
outgoing and potrned enleclomartan, will address the 
Conference. 

eside is a lakeside resort. The Association owns 
the Cor ~ frounds ape, tebe fonts and beach 
properties ai $ 
are owned ond — —a% Confe : tion, 





Reasonable room and rates. ; 
ERIESIDE BIBLE STUDY NORMAL 
July Ist to July 15th 

Method Teach by Revs. Lewis 
poerey Chafer, olla : ot mee HI Pastor H. Mace 
ie. 
For Conference and Institute information and hotel 
rates write 


PASTOR HERBERT MACKENZIE 
2202 East 80th Street, Cleveland, Ohio 








SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON HELPS 


“CHRISTIAN LIFE SERIES” 





Strictly otthod i ciatienesl cae 

millennial including dispensational facts). 

Free from secular a ts. First- 
quality material used. 


The “CHRISTIAN LIFE SERIES” 
consists of QUARTERLIES — Adult Bible 





Teachers Quarterly, Bible Teachers 

, Junier “Teachers O , Primary 
RAS Sk 
Pare, oe en ee 


ILLUSTRATED PAPERS 
Chuistian Life Mina “Gospel of J 0 
Juniors, Our Jewels for Jesus. ¢ oh 
Samples sent on applicetion. Address 
UNION GOSPEL CO., Box 398, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES 
SERVICE QUARTERLY 


Containing topics and helps that are 
sound, scriptural, and hel, for Young 
P. ‘a Devotional 

Poser ge hectic oes 
coors 15 ceats per year. 3 of 

more, 15 cents cents 6 
a per quarter; per year. 


UNION GOSPEL PRINTING COMPANY, 
Box 398, Cleveland, Ohio, 


Bible Conferences 




















Binghamton, N. Y., Jane 25-July 4. 

St. Paul, Minn., June 27-July 11. 

Asbury Park, N. Je, July 16-25. 

Toccoa, Ga., July 16-25. 

Old Orchard, Me., July 30-Aug. 8. 

Mahaffey, Pa., Aug. 6-15. 

Beulah Park,Cleveland, Ohie, Aug. 13-22. 

Prominent Bible Teachers and Missionaries will be present. 
Address, 690 EIGHTH AVE.,.New York, N.Y. 


Outstanding Days 


By Cheesman A. Herrick, Ph.D., LL.D., 
President of Girard College 
In this volume are given Historical Facts - 
ing our Holidays, their place in the calendar and 
their celebration, and the deeper.meaning of them. 
collection of literary selections is presen 
with the pe I studies. These have a value tor 
an 


$1.25'net ; by mail, $1.35 
Order frem your Bookseller, or 


THE UNION PRESS 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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Gull Lake 
Bible Conferences 


Offer You a Satisfactory Vacation | 


Why? 
Missense _— Study Assured —True 
Précious 


Christen Frondahipe Fe Formed. 


Alimacan tron bot 0a or vecieition. 


You get problems of faith and life settled. 
Plan NOW to your vacation next 
summer at peaceful, healthful 


For information transportation, board 
and lodeina rate weber xy 3 G. Zorn, 
Conference cretary, 7533 So. Sanga- 
mon Street, Chicago, Hil 


The Collegeville. 
Summer Assembly 


REV. FLOYD W. TOMKINS, D.D., Chairman 
GEORGE L OMWAKE, Pd.D., Director 
Thirteenth Year, August 2-9, 1920. For 
ministers and Christian workers of all de- 
nominations. High-grade, practical and pro- 
— Occupies buildings and grounds of 
Irsinus. College ; no overhead expenses. 
Beautiful surroundings, spacious grounds, 
ample shade, abundant recreation, cool and 
comfortable buildings. Fine auditorium with 
pipe organ. Rates $12 to $1§ per week. 
Limited to 200 resident attendants. Reser- 
vations must be made in advance. 
Address, Rev, Calvin D. Yost, Secretary, 
Collegeville, Pa. 
Other Conferences at Collegeville 
August 9-16 — Missionar penirsnee of the Re- 
ened: Church in _th he U.S Pau! L. Schaef- 
fer, Sec., 15th and Race Sis, Philadelphia. 
August 16-23 — Epworth Ingtitute of the Metho- 
ist Episc al Chureh. E. Tull, Reg- 
istrar, as. orth rsth Street, ‘Philadelphia. 
Au Rte Baptist eat fy - 4 s auay of 
t rc nkham, 
tnut Street, Philadelphia. elgg 


China Inland Mission 


Annual Conference 
At Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario. 
FROM 


Tuesday, June 29th, Through 
Sunday, July 4th. 


BIBLE AND MISSIONARY THEMES. 
All Christians Invited 


How 5000 Were Added!— 


READ 
FRANK L. BROWN’S Book 


“Plans for Sunday School’ Evangelism” 
By Gen’ l Sec.World S.S. Assoc. American Section 


** Plans for definite work in winning scholars to 
spiritual life. It is full of wise and « good sugges- 
tions — calculated to do i pengoegenly Mle good. Fast 

k many are looking for. b 
— Herald and Presbyter. 


Net, $1.50 
B. @. REVELL 00.258 Sth Ave, N.Y.17 N. Wabash Ave.,Chicage 















































The GOSPEL versis ANARCHY 
For the 182 Millions of Russian People 


“THE FRIEND OF RUSS 


een 8 Wiriram Feryer, Ed- 
itor. $1.00 per annum. 

Spots trial offer : 25 cents for six months. 

+ 1820 Spring Garden St., Philadelphie, Pa. 








( Continued from the preceding page) 
Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Leicester, Eng. 

A Mistaken Idea.—The ift. of 
God is eternal life (Golden Text)” hen 
Dr. Pentecost was traveling at one time 
he found opportunity to ask the colored 
porter if he was saved. “No, sah,” said 
the porter, “and I dreads the experi- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jets Telling Bible Stories” 





ELI Ano His SONS 


“LSam. a: 12-17. 


eet 


. 23-25. 





_ 





$* 12.13. 


ig tee 


414-18. 


Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


Jetts are endeavoring to teach this week 
the folly of misusing one’s own assets. 
The better your birth, the nobler © your 
father or mother, the more favored your 
position, the greater your power, through 
wealth, physical vigor or mental ability, the 
finer your friends, the larger your advan- 
tages in any line, for any or all of these, 
there rests upon you a greater responsibility, 
@ more compelling obligation to serve man- 
kind and to be an upward, onward force in 
the world —a force for Truth and Righteous- 
ness. 

Hophni and Phinchas totally missed the 
mark. In spite of the possession of a godly 
father, a priestly inheritance, and positions 
of power, they were profane, grafters, liber- 
tines, and misleaders of the people entrusted 
to their ministry. They made the fatal mis- 
take of regarding every circumstance about 
them as a means of self-gratification. Re- 
sult: An ignominious life; with the inevitable 
climax, an ‘ignominious death,—to say 
nothing of blasting the hopes and ultimately 
the life of their tender-hearted old father. 

Clip the scenes, as usual, distribute to 
the pupils, asking them to read carefully 
all the references noted thereon, and come 
on Sunday morning prepared to tell the 
story. As they tell it, the teacher will find 
it easy to draw out the above lesson, making 
the pupils do most of it themselves. 

Save scenes for Review Synday: 
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ence.” “Why, what do you mean?” 
said Dr, Pentecost. “Well, sah, my old 
mother was twelve months getting re- 
ligion, and I dreads the experience.”— 

old by the Rev. Mr. Margrett. Sent 
by L. G. James; Toronto, Can. 


Our Substitute.—7he free gift of God 
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord 
(Golden eer A clergyman was speak- 
ing to the fishermen.on the shore at a 
town in the east ef England. His sub- 
ject was justification, and he was trying 
to make it plain to the men what 
Christ’s work on the cross really was. 
At last he cried: “Now, will one of 
you tell me, in your own words, what 
the Lord Jesus di id do there?” An old 
salt looked up, and with téars streaming 
down his weather-beaten face, said, “He 
Swapped-with me !”—By William S. Rains- 
— D.D. From the Expositor. Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


The Winning Move.—The wages of 
sin is death; but the free gift of God is 
eternal 4 in Christ Jesus our Lord 
(Golden Text). There is a remarkable 
picture called “The Game of Life,” in 
which a young man is represented play- 
ing chess with the devil. The chessmen 
were so arranged that apparently the 
only move the young man could make 
would cause him to be checkmated by 
the devil, and this would mean the loss 
of his “soul, the stake for which the 
game was being played. A famous chess 
player, Paul Morphy, went to see the 
picture, and after studying the problem 
for some time, asked for a chessboard 
and men, saying, “I can save that fel- 
low.” Placing the men in exactly the 
same position as in the picture, he so 
played the game as to bring out the 
young man victorious. “That,” says Dr. 
Stuart Holden, “is what Jesus Christ 
has done. He has in one move eternally 
checkmated the devil and snatched the 
prey from the mighty.”—From “Tertius,” 
in the Toronto Globe. Sent by Mary H. 
James, Toronto Can. The prize for this 
week is awarded to this illustration. 


From the Platform - 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou dost not leave us) 
without clear’ witness to thy will and thy 
ways. Thou hast set forth in thy Word 
the abiding principle of obedience, and thou 
dost remind us day by day that thou hast 
not departed from this in all the ages. 
Lord, give us, we pray thee, the heart of 
obedience, the will to do thy will, the un- 
willingness to turn aside from anything that 
thou dost command. May we have the free- 
dom and joy of those who utterly follow 
thee in faithfulness and glad’ obedience, 
through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—When wrong is 
done by those who ought to be and are 
supposed to be leaders in righteousness, 
what then? How about ourselves when 
we have been taught and really do know 
a right course of action according to 
God’s Word, and yet put all that aside, 
and deliberately do something that we 
know perfectly well is all wrong? The 
poor little chap who is brought up on 
the streets and who never knows any 

ind of care from others may never 
have known a lot of the right things 
that you know, but when any one brought 
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i WHY ANY DIFFERENCE ? 











up in a Christian home or in a Sunday- 
school like this just turns away from 
what he has learned and does exactly 
the opposite,— well, wouldn’t he be a 
good deal like these sons of Eli? They 
ought to have been thinking of that old 
father of theirs and of the God in 
whose worship they- professed.to be 
leaders of the people. You simply can- 
not brush aside God's plans and his com- 
mands and take to your own without a 
crash somewhere. Will you let God 
work out his will in you? Is he trying 
to teach you something to-day that you 
are unwilling to learn, or to lead you 
( Continued on the next page) 








Speed Up Church 
Work 


with this simple, accu- 
rate, quick. duplicator. 
It prints a thousand 
copies of form letters, 


bulletins, programs or 
notices for 20c. Dupli- 
cates any typewritten, 
“handwritten and _illus- 
trated. work without 
typesetting or electro- 


types. 


ROISSLAER 


Used by- hundreds of 
minfsters in every de- 
partment of church 
work. Saves 92 percent. 
on the cost of form let- 

‘ters. Is quicker — easier 
— cheaper than any other 
kind of printing. 


Free Trial 


We will ship-the Rotospeed 
with full equipment to any 
minister on free trial. Use it. 
See the excellent quality of 
work, the simplicity of .opera- 
tion. Compare it with any 
other duplicator — at any price. 
Mail the coupon for samples of 
church work printed on the 
Rotospeed, booklet and details 
of this unusual offer.‘ 


THE ROTOSPEED COMPANY 
353 E. Third St. Dayton, Ohio 

















Free Trial Coupon 





" THE ROTOSPEED COMPANY { 
' 353 E. Third Street, } 
. Dayton, Ohio. . 
i Send me booklet, samples and H 
t details of your Free Trial offer. . 
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June 13 


June 20 
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For Chicago Conference information 
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ADDITIONAL MEETING PLACES PLANNED 
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to 
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Forty Prominent Bible Teachers Invited 


Men who believe God has a plan for this sin-cursed world. A plan set forth 
s Word — not world betterment by way of education 
and civilization, but by way of salvation through the 
blood of Jesus Christ. 


Dr. Robt. McWatty Russell, Chicago Conference Sec’y~ 


123 North Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 





Everyon 
he tout beck ol Ue onmmmione. } 


¢ interested i Gio World Cosh should have the 1919 “Ged Hath 
in erence plan sald Fone Oe Report od 


statement as well as the W: 





ence pronouncement on 


i 
Se eee Ea. and in papes, $1.50. 


BIBLE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE, 1723 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











ID ITS RELATION TO 
OUR LORD’S RETURN 





‘We world ont this book, 92 the head of all of Gordon's 
— Christian Work. 


5S. D. GORDON’S LATEST BOOK — NOW READY AT ALL BOOKSELLERS—$1.25 NET 


Quiet Talks on the Deeper Meaning of the War 


Fleming H. Revell Company, 158 Fifth pont + New York, 17 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago. 








Che Pmday Fehoal Times 


Philadelphia, April 24, 1920 





Cloth, $1.75 net 
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Shanghai, China, 


postage. 
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$2.00 
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: ditional for postage. 
4 For Great Britain, Mr. 


Sunday School Times Company. 
paper to enable all 


upon application. 





1631 Walnut Street, 


Subscription Rates 


(NOTE THE NEW RATES) 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pz y- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
i in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
These ‘rates 


Five or more copies, either to 
? separate addresses or in a 
package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 


One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 
In naps seed of the club organizer’s 
scription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


. The Sunday School Times*will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the following rate: 

One copy, one year, $2, and so cents ad- 


T. French Downie, 
ae 21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct from 
Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. 
can also supply the other publications of The 


Enough copies of any one issue of the 
the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


American denominations.’ 


158 Fifth Avenue, New York 





Inter-Church Methods 


By ALBERT F. McGARRAH, of the “ New Era Movement.” 
Nolen R. Best, Editor of The Continent,says: 


“ The most authoritative and most practical- 
minded expert on church Sand among the 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
17 N. Wabash Avense, Chicago 
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Jesus ? Write REV. H. A, BARTON 


LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES wets | you lox love to 
TREASURES IN HEAVEN tive, Trained Mis- 


ionary? and sup- 
port him for $1.20 a week ? Deir forhim by Name? 
Have his report ? Would you love to support one 
for some loved one ? for a memorial ? for the Lord 
N, Sec'y,. Box E, 
5 Macon St., Brooklyn. N. Y., for free literature. 
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| Globe Furniture Company, firs, mctgn 
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From the Platform 
( Continued from the preceding page) 


into a direction where you do not wish 
to go? We who are. professing 
Christians ought to let God make us 
practising Christians, Oh, trust him, 
trust him, and make sure that self is, 
not to be trusted at all! Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
+ 4 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord.” 
“O day of rest and gladness.” 
“What shall the harvest be?” 
“Yield not to temptation.” 
“O Jesus, Thou art standing.” 
“Just as I am, without one plea.” 
“Gut of my bondage, sorrow; and night.” 
“Saviour, breathe an evening blessing.” 
(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other arts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Pp ublication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
Psalm 112: 1-10 (224 : 1-4). 
Psalm 119: 1-8 (238 : 1-3). 
Psalm 126: 1-6 (261 : 1-3). 
Psalm 144: 1-15 (292 : 1-3). 
Psalm 39 : 1-13 (88 : 1-4). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON- Teacuinc.— Each _ child 
should honor his parents; also the 
body which God has given. 


Note—To-day’s Primary Scripture 


portion repeats the Primary lesson ma- | 


terial for January 25. While a differ- 
ent view-point may be chosen, teachers 
should remember that the Second Quar- 
ter’s Temperance Lesson emphasizes 
Anti-Cigarette Day, which is greatly 
needed among small boys and older 
ones. War influences greatly increased 
the tobacco habit not only among boys, 
but to an alarming extent among girls 
of all classes. _ 

Because the tobacco habit is a form 
of self-indulgence which impairs best 
service in study, play, and work, each 
teacher should endeavor to help the 
children to avoid beginning such an ex- 
travagant, harmful habit. Example is 
worth more than precept. 

Introduction and Review.—The Bible 
teaches: Honor thy father and thy 
mother. Samuel ‘honored his parents, 
who lent him to-the Lord. _Samuel 
honored good old Eli, the kind judge. 
Tell how Samuel helped him. Samuel 
was an honor to his people and his coun- 


try. 


Lesson Story—Each night after their 
work was done, caring for God’s tem- 
ple, Eli and Samuel went to their rest. 
Samuel’s room was near enough so that 
he could hear if Eli called or needed 
= | Saything. 

One night a call wakened Samuel 
from sound sleep. He jumped quickly 
and went to Eli to find out what he 
wanted. Four times the call came. Three 
times Samuel ran to see _ what Eli 
wanted, saying, Here am I. Three times 
old Eli said, f called not; go, lie down 
again, but he added, If the call comes 
again, answer, Speak, Lord; for thy ser- 
vant heareth! When Samuel did so the 
Lord gave him a message to tell Eli 
next morning, which he did truthfully. 

Now Eli had two grown sons who 
did not honor their father nor them- 
selves. They did many wrong things; 
for they would not listen to, nor obe 
their father, Eli, as Samuel did. Eli felt 
grieved about his sons. 

One day there was a battle, and these 
two sons came to God’s temple at- Shi- 
loh and told their father they must carry 
the Ark of God to the battlefield: Old 
Eli did not want them to do so, but they 
did it anyway. This ark was like a large 
box covered with gold, with two angel 
figures on top. On each side were rings 
through which poles were placed so that 
the — Could be carried on the shoulders 


OPPORTUNITY — 
BIBLE STUDENTS | 


proposes, God willing, to on a boarding department 
about July 1st, 1920. Tas couscts of cudy will be, 
briefly, as follows : 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST 
First Dwision. A\\ prophecies concerning the com 


ing of the Mes: jah, Fils lite, offi 
» Sdn i t “‘Sarmonieed study ot 





the Sonecke with map in 


THE OLD TESTAMENT 


Study of Creation, History of the Hebrews, Study 
of the Poetical Booxs, &c. This includes Bible astron- 
omy, with illustrated lectures, map and chart making. 


PROPHECY 


First Course. Future events studied topically in 
the chronoloyical order of their epinenent, from all the 
Prophets, Revelation, the Gospels, &c. 

Second Course. Study ot Lv saepheslc books by 

chapter, classifying the redictions. 


Course. Special studies on we Day ot 
the Lord > “The Mi lennium,” | ** The Nations in i 
Last Days,”’ “ ‘The Anti-Christ,” &c. 


‘SPECIAL eee 
The Doctrines. of God, of Jesus Christ, of the 
Holy Spirit, of Man, He Plan of Salvation, &c, Stud- 
ies on Heayen, Hell R tore Angels, The Church, 
Soul and Spirit, &c. 

‘he Paterson Bible School, Inc., is interdenomina- 
tional, strictly orthodox and evangelical, standing for 
the inepieneies of the Scriptures, the divinity of Christ, 
and salvation through the blood of His atoning sacri- 
fice. Kt maintains missions, and carries on outdoor 
evangelization freely. In Paterson and nearby towns 
are thousands of anevangelized foreigners, and these 
offer a splendid field for all forms of Christian service. 
For terms and further information apply to 


THE PATERSON BIBLE SCHOOL 
Mr. GEORGE H. CLEAVER, Pres. 








P. O. Box 1455. 9 Lee Place, PATERSON, N. J. 
When gnewsring advertisements, plense 
Bible Tool snr Kseaah, 


nothing to compare with it."’— Dr. Gi opens 
“Ant ‘An tla The Sunday School 
“A and speedy." — git! Wells 
“To without reserve.""— 7 he Continent. 


Suh incision, 0 tio tein Nl te ieee 
WILSON INDEX CO., Box A, East Haddam, Connecticat. 





ark carried to their battlefield, they 
raised a great shout, but the battle was 
lost; Eli’; two sons were killed, and 
the ark was captured by the enemy. 

Old Eli, ninety-eight years old, sat 
waiting for news at the city gate. He 
could not see well, but he heard a noise 
like people crying. Then a messenger 
came and told all that had happened. 
This shocked old Eli so that he fell back- 
wards- from his high seat and broke his 
neck. So Samuel lost his good and 
faithful friend and teacher. Because 
the people trusted Samuel he became 
judge in Eli’s place. 

(Children are greatly interested in 
what happened fo that ark and how it 
was returned seven months later. Study 
chapters five and six.) 

Temperance Teaching.—Do you_think 
it pleases and honors any father and 
mother if their boy begins to use cigar- 
ettes? Does that habit help a boy to 
study better in school? Does it help a 
bigger boy to win a ball-game or race? 
Trainers know that tobacco does not 


stronger for any work or play. Is it 
wise to begin any habit which harms 


the bodies which God had given them 
for his’service. They were not strong 
for the right in mind or body.. , 


Expression.—Choose one of 
mottoes for your own: 


“ My body is God’s, for He gave it 
All pure, and He made it for use; 
He wants mé to keep it and save it 
From all kinds of harm and abuse.” 


* God gave me this good body 
To grow both strong and tall; 
Tobacco helps to spoil it, 
And so does alcohol. 
Into my mouth they shall not go, 
When tempted, I will answer, No.” 


these 


“ We're "Marching! We're marching! 

Oh, here. comes our Band! 

On the right side of Temp’rance 
We'll now take our stand; 

We don’t use tobacco, 
Because we do think 

That people who use it 
Are liable to drink.” 





of m 
When the Children of Israel saw this 


Peoria, IL: 


The Paterson Bible School, Inc. 


help a boy’s mind or his body to be, 


mind and muscle? Eli’s sons dishonored ” 
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“ The only real stereopticon advance in 25 years’ 


Does away with the old cumbersome, 
- antiquated lantern-slide holder 


Spencer Delineascope 


FOR 


Projection of Lantern Slides 


I with Spencer transposer for handling 
Raul P and “ the t equal to the 
double dissolver ever attained in a sin stereop- 
ticon.”*» Mazda bulb illuminant attachable to any 
110 volt house circuit. og Free — Prompt 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. The duties and standards of the 
priesthood. 
2. The customs and 
Phinehas and Hophni. 
3. The disastrous outcome of their 
evil ways. 
4. The results of low standards among 
leaders. 


standards of 











VERY teacher of this lesson should 

review the subject of the Jewish 
priesthood as itis given in Leviticus, 
acquiring thus a background against 
which to judge fairly the abuse of their 
office by Eli’s two 'sons. Only by an 
accurate knowledge of what. God re- 
uired of true priests can we realize the 
depths to which these two had descended. 
Also a review of the God-given. stan- 
dards of his appointed priesthood. is a 
fine corrective oF the various man-made 
variations which the Roman church has 
established, for instance; and is also the 
right standard from which to-judge the 
false religions of the East, sometimes so 





alluring to young women in their mysti- 
cism and surface Renutiee — Choong 
and Buddhism, particularly —a standard 
which is one of the proofs of the divine 
origin of the Hebrew faith. 


2. It should also be the teacher’s task 
to present to the girls the distressing 
story of how Phinehas and Hophni were 
abusing their holy office to their own 
gain, and the loss of confidence on the 
part of the people, and a consequent fall- 
ing off of worship among them. Their 
covetousness, greediness, immorality, 
wilful selfishness, and disobedience 


make up an ugly list of offenses. Read |- 


them Eli’s remonstrance as given in 
chapter 2: 23-25. His weakness in deal- 
ing with the situation is only too ap- 
parent, and therein he, as leader in his 
own house, cannot be excused. God 
surely held him responsible, as is re- 
vealed in both the prophecy of “a man 
of God” (2: 27-36), and in the rebuke 
sent through the child Samuel (3: 10- 


14). 

But his was the sin of failure to exe- 
cute what ‘he recognized as right — a sin 
grieved over, even repented of perhaps, 


but too late to prevent its dreadful con- | 
sequences, .His acceptance of God’s will | 


in the matter (3:18) did not result in 
action to remedy matters, yet the sin- 
cerity of his grief over the outcome can- 
not doubted (4:13, 18). How plain 
it is that feeling only is a root without 
sufficient strength to bear the fruit of 
obedience! It cannot be relied on to 
“save the day” in any strain. 


3. The story of the loss of the ark of 
the covenant in battle with the Philis- 
tines is the part of the lesson which can 
be entrusted to your girls for the tell- 
ing. Chapter 4 rings with vivid, dra- 
matic expressions which will appeal 
strongly to girls. Be sure they are found 
and marked — verses 5, 7, 9, 13, and 18 
being noteworthy. Although the elders 
of the Israelites were the actual movers 
in the wicked scheme to carry the afk 
into battle, it is unmistakably’clear that 
God held its trusted caretakers, Eli and 
his sons, responsible for this wrong- 
doing. Failure to act; to prevefit’ wrong 
action, is as truly disobedience as tak- 
ing the initiative in carrying out ah evil 
plan. 

The girls can sum up for themselves 
the immediate disastrous results in this 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


stereopticon slides from George 
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Changing i 
makes it none the 


less deadly. 
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case: the loss of their most sacred treas- 
ure, defeat most humiliating at the 
hands of their bitterest enemy, the death 
of their priestly leaders, with thirty 
thousand of the flower of their army. 


4. But cannot our girls see that these 
immediate results were the least of the 
evils following the ,lowered standards 
of the leaders? Can they not see that 
the loss of confidence in their God-ap- 
pointed leaders, the lowering of all 
standards in both family life and wor- 
ship, the lost respect of their enemies 
lc very religion were worse by 
ar 

And here is an opportunity to strike 
a blow for the restoration of family 
authority, which is so generally lacking 
in-our,.time. Eli was as responsible as 
head of his family as he was as high 
priest,-as- his sons were as priests of the 
people.- Indeed, Eli’s failure as a father 
was the root of all the other failures, 
and his sons’ failure to respect and obey 
him was the root of all their other eyil- 
doings. Authority, the authority of a 
love true enough to hold to high stan- 
dards, with willing obedience to that au- 
thority, are God’s standards for noble, 
happy family life, and such family stan- 
dards are the foundation-stone of noble, 
happy community life. 


Home Study 


Take your Bibles and mark and mem- 
orize the many fine, much-quoted phrases 
in 1 Samuel 1 through 4. 


ATLANTA, GA, 
3 
Pucker’s “Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Are most ministers’ sons 
bad? 


Discussion: How could good Eli have 
such bad boys? In what ways was he 
warned? How were Eli and his sons 
punished? 

Main points: Strict parents a biess- 
ing; boys in good homes can choose 
wrong; a bad boy can break his father’s 
heart. 











HE Eli boys were certainly a bad 
lot, and with such a good father, 
too, and he a minister! 

“Huh,” . exclaimed’ Bulld Jones, 
when we came to that part of the les- 
son, “most all preachers’ kids are tough. 
Fred, here, is the first-one I ever saw 
that didn’t go to the bow-wows.” 

It was a good thing Bulldog put that 
last part on, for Fred Keller’s face 
was beginning to get all fired up and 
his eyes to snap. And Fred.came right 
back at him. I guess teacher had given 
him that home question a purpose. Any- 
way, Fred was loaded for bear. 

“More great men come from minis- 
ters’ families than from any other call- 
( Continued on the next page) 
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Pucker’s “Boy’s-Eye View” 

( Continued from the preceding page) 
ing,” he declared. “Who's Who has 1,000 
ministers’ sons out of 12,000 names, and 
England’s Dictionary of National Biog- 
raphy gives 1,270 ministers’ sons against 
510 sons of lawyers, and 350 from doc- 
tors’ homes. If you want some names,” 
he went on, “how about Wilson, Hughes, 
Cleveland, Arthur, Clay, Buchanan, 
Agassiz, Jenner, Linnzus, Morse, Tenny- 
son, Cowper, Goldsmith, Coleridge, 
Emerson,”—— 

“Hold on,” cried Bulldog, “I give up.” 

Teacher said he guessed Fred had been 
reading Bruce Barton in the American 
Magazine. Then we went on with the 
lesson. " 

We decided Eli must have been too 
easy. He heard all about his boys’ bad- 
ness, and all he did was to say: “Now, 
now, boys, you mustn’t. do that way.” 
God even warned him. First a prophet 
came and told Eli that God would pun- 
ish those wicked sons, and then God sent 
word through the boy Samuel. But all 
Eli could say was: “God will have to 
do as he thinks best.” 

Then teacher preached us a little ser- 
mon about being thankful for strict 
fathers. He said we feel ‘as if father 
is. awfully narrow and puritanical when 
he won't let us go down-town nights 
with the other fellows from our school, 
but that some day we will thank him, 
for there are few influences down-town 
at night that help to make boys better, 
and plenty to make boys worse. 

“Of course,” he explained, “God can 
take a fellow who has gone wrong and 





by a miracle change him, thrqugh and 
through, if the fellow will let him, But 
God has a lot better chance to get at 
a boy who hasn’t been steeped in the 
spirit of the world, and God wants to 
use Christian homes and strict parents 
to work the miracle of saving a boy 
and keeping him clean and fine right 
from the start.” 

Bert thought it was partly the sons’ 
fault in Eli’s case, for Samuel turned 
out all right under the old man’s easy 
ways. And teacher agreed that we must 
do our part and not pull away. 

The last part of the story was a sad 
one. The Israelites had a battle with the 
Philistines and got licked. Instead of 
repenting of their sins, they took the 
Ark of the Covenant to camp. Then 
the Philistines captured the ark and 
killed Eli’s-sons, who were with it. A 
messenger ran with the news back to 
town, and when Eli heard it he fell over 
and broke his neck. The boys had already 
broken his heart. 

“Boys,” says teacher, earnest-like, 
“the happiness of your father and mother 
is in your hands, to break or bless.”. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read r Samuel 7:2-17. 
How did the captured ark get home? 
What reform did Samuel undertake? 
What danger threatened their meet- 
ing? 
How did Sdmuel meet this danger? 
How did God save them? 
What kind of leaders do we need now? 
Denver, Cot. 
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A Needed Lesson in Civil Govern- 
ment.—The Rev. R, J. Patterson, of 
“Catch-My-Pal” fame, said at the In- 
ternational Anti-Alcohol Congress at 

Hague in 1912, “We cannot legis- 
late ahead of public opinion. Much can 
be done to solve the drink problem with- 
out legislation, but we all want legisla- 


‘| tion to put the crown on alli our other 


endeavors. 

“Recently when I was advocating these 
methods at a great meeting in London, 
a person rose and said, ‘Prohibition is 
the only way to ‘settle the drink 
problem.’ I answered, ‘But we'll never 
get prohibition till we get the poss 
roused to prohibit. We get out of Par- 
liament just what we put into it, and 
nothing mere. We do not ,put the right 
men in, because we have not the proper 
public opinion to pens them in. et us 
form a proper public opinion, and put 
the right men in, and then we'll get the 
right legislation out.’” 

This principle applies to the enforce- 
ment of teniotation as well as to secur- 
ing it, especially when it is a matter in 
which either old customs or predatory 
financial interests are involved. The 
United States prohibition law has both 
of these features to contend with, hence 
the necessity of alertness in putting right 
men into office. 


Prohibition Debated in Oxford and 
Cambridge.—An encouraging sign of 
the times, says the Alliance News and 
Temperance Reformer, is to be found 
in the fact that the famous debating 
societies of Oxford and Cambridge have 
uite recently had animated debates on 
the question of Prohibition. The Pro- 
hibitionists did not secure a majority, 
but the vote at Cambridge stood 205 
against and 182 for Prohibition; at Ox- 
ford, 204 against and 103 for Prohibi- 
tion. 


Accessibility the Promoter of Alcohol- 
ism.—How inability to procure alcoholic 
drinks cuts down. the number of drinkers 
needing treatment for alcoholism is il- 
lustrated by the decline in the number of 
such patients in German institutions after 
the war made alcoholic liquors scarce 
in. that country. One of the fifty or 
more institutions is at Frankfort. Be- 
fore the war (1910-1914) the number 
of new admissions each year ranged 
from one hundred and twenty-three to 
one hundred and fifty-three. The first 
year of the war there was a decline to 
eighty-five, and during the following four 
years the numbers were respectively 
fifty-one, forty-two, ten, and seven. 

Incidentally the fact that Germany has 
institutions for the treatment of alco- 
holism constitutes a self-evident answer 
to the brewers’ argument that beer drink- 
ing promotes sobriety. 

Institutions for the treatment of 
drunkards in the United States find 
their business rapidly falling off since 
eg" cut off the supply of liquor. 

ospitals have been able to give up their 
alcoholic wards. The old- Washington- 
ian Home in Boston in its report for 
the year ending December 31, 1919, states 
that in the first six months after pro- 
hibition went into effect its number of 
alcoholic admissions was reduced two- 
thirds, a decrease*- “much greater than 
I believed possible,” said the superin- 
tendent, “and as the reserve stock of 
liquor diminishes, it seems only reason- 
able to expect a still. further decline in 
numbers.” 


The Opinion of American Labor on 
Prohibition.—An extensive survey of 
the attitude of American workingmen 
toward prohibition was recently made 
by the Literary Digest (March 13, 1920). 
It asked the elected officials of labor 
organizations the simple question, “Has 
prohibition been a benefit to the work- 
ingmen and their families?” Of the 
526 replies received, 345, or 65 percent, 
answered yes; 143, or 27 percent, thought 
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| not; 31 were doubtful, and seven thought 
| prohibition had not yet been given a 
fairetrial. The specific bepefits cited 
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in several afiswers deal with the broad 
question of the advancement of labor’s 
‘interests. Samples of this view are: 

“Prohibition kept the men’s brains 
clear, and money in their pockets while 
the negotiations of coal-miners were go- 
ing on”; “since prohibition is in force 
the workers are capable of clearer think- 
ing and do more of it.” y 

he ‘next prominent thought is the 
effect: upon their homes. The follow- 
ing are the kinds of answers received: 

‘Money that formerly bought whisky 
ingman’s family,” “we are now build- 
ing homes for families and children with 
the money which we used to spend for 
whisky, and our families are better fed 
and better clothed”; “better health, a 
happier home, and more comforts for 
his children,” 


Glad it is_Gone.—What a Scotsman 
in Rock Island, Ill., wrote to his old 
home paper, the Glasgow Evening Times, 
of October 15, 1919, expresses the opin- 
ion constantly heard on every side re- 
garding the working of prohibition in 
the United States: 

“How does it work? Fine. One can 
go for weeks and not tee a ‘drunk.’ 
Can it be got? Yes; but it is only the 
old topers who are willing to run the 
risk of being arrested, and when these 
old topers die out there will be no new 
race of booze-drinkers left. Jiast - last 
night I heard a young man who had 
commenced to take it say that he was 
glad for his own sake that it had been 
taken away from the people, and earlier 
on the same day I overheard a conver- 
sation between two men on the subject, 
and one man said, ‘Well, I was against 
prohibition, but I am convinced now 
that it is a good thing, and I am for it 
out and out.’” : 

Ethyl Alcohol Poisoning.-—The excite- 
ment over wood alcohol lost sight of 
the fact that the ethyl alcohol of com- 
mon alcoholic beverages had been do- 
ing an even more deadly work, For ex- 
ample, in New York City in seventeen 
weeks before prohibition went into ef- 
fect, July 1, 1919, there were ninety- 
four deaths from alcoholism. After pro- 
hibition went into effect there was a 
marked decrease, only thirty-four deaths 
in twenty-two weeks, or an average of 
1.5 per week, as compared with an aver- 
age of nearly five per week before pro- 
hibition, 

New Jersey not All Wet.—While New 
Jersey’s Governor publicly takes his 
stand against prohibition, and the poli- 
ticians of the State vote in favor of 
beer, the beneficial results of the national 
dry law, in the State, are being forced 
upon public attention. For example, 
the Trenton city workhouse, which for- 
merly produced the stone needed for the 
county roads, is now unable to keep up 
the supply for lack of inmates. A large 
proportion of what is needed will now 
have to be purchased outright. A New 
pied labor union official answered the 

iterary Digest’s inquiry by saying that 
“the passing of the saloon is welcomed 
by all,” while another said that “outside 
the Declaration of Independence, the 
Prohibition Amendment is the best thing 
that has happened in this glorious coun- 
try.”- 

Lady Astor’s Maiden Speech.—The 
maiden speech of the first woman mem- 
ber of the British Parliament, Lady 
Astor, was made in a debate on the 
subject of liquor control. She expressed 
herself as certain that the country was 
ripe for drastic drink reforms, although 
not yet ready for prohibition, and she 
spoke for “thousands of women and 
children who can not speak for them- 
selves.” 

The press reports of Lady Astor’s 
speech quoted her as saying that she 
hated the word “prohibition.” This she 
hastened to correct in a letter- to the 
press, in which she said, “I personally 
look forward to the day when England 
will be prepared to go as far as the 





United States has.” 


is now buying happiness for the work- ~ 





































Se 



























that’s part of the shoe—not 
just a slicked-up surface. 
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What a Summer Conference 
‘ Did for Me 
( Continued from page 235) 


flowers, the lake, the Christian atmos- 
phere, above all the earnest Bible teach- 
ing and the wonderful lectures lifted 
me, and have followed me’ through the 
years. 

After our return home our pastor 
asked us to give reports of the confer- 
ence at.a prayer-meeting. These reports 
ef conferences became a regular Sep- 
tember feature. Some of those priv- 
ileged to attend became our best chureh 
workers.— Mrs. F. B., Jackson, Mich. 


A Sunset Call to Service.—The sum- 
mer conference is to me what the ser- 
a vice station is to the automobile. It 
was at a summer conference that I real- 
ized I must.do more for the Master 
than simply occupy a pew at. two or three 
services on Sunday. I cannot express 
the feeling that came over me one day 
as we were seated on the lawn singing 
“Day is dying in the west,” with the 
beautiful sunset, and the mountains in 
the background, and then as a climax 
the subject. of the vesper service was 
“Jesus is here: He Calleth Thee.”—4 
A Philadelphia Reader. 


- Where We Take our Automobile 
Trips.—Some years ago my family and 
myself drove from- western Ohio to a 
summer: conference, a distance of four 
or five hundred miles, because we were 
hungry for the Gospel. Until my dying 
day I will not forget the lessons and en- 
couragement I received from the Bible 
study, and specially the beauty I saw 
for the first. time in 2 Corinthians 12: 9. 
We got the summer conference habit, 
and now go. every year to a conference 
in our own State—An Ohio Mother. 
“The Best Things in My Life’—The 
four summer conferences I have at- 
tended are the best things that ever came 
into my life, because ever since Christ 
has been so real to me. He alone is my 
Victory. —Miss Z. G., Washington, D. C. 
At Moody’s Last Conference.—In Au- 
gust, 1899, the quickening and deepening 
of my spiritual life was evident as. the 
result of attending a conference. It was 
Moody’s last conference,.and Morgan, 
Torrey, Meyer, and Pierson were the 
other speakers. The fruit of the Spirit 
still abides with me in my pulpit and pas- 
toral work.—A Pennsylvania Pastor. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader 





May 16. Religion Pays. 1 Cor. 3 : 18-23. 

May 23. Will a Man Rob God? Mal 3:7- 

_. 12. (Missionary meeting.) 

May 30. Being a Good Comrade. Prov. 27 
9, 10, 17-19. (A union meeting with Juniors 
and Intermediates.) 

June 6. What Bible-Reading Will Do for Us, 
Psa. 119 : 97-104. (Consecration meeting.) 

Sunday, May 9 
Cultivating High Ideals 
(Col. 3: 1-4) 

Mon.—Ideals of Sympathy (Gal. 6:1, 2). 
Bearing one another’s burdens is fulfilling 
the law of Christ. Make a sharp differ- 
ence between fulfilling the law of Christ 
and fulfilling the law of brotherhood. We 
give our lives for the brethren and for the 
least when we know the Lord Jesus. 

Tues.—Of Service (Matt. 4: 10; Luke 16 : 13). 
Real Christian service starts when we 
cease serving self and obey the voice of 
the Spirit. ThesSpirit will show us what 
to do. We are not to*serve out of our 
Own natural sympathies, but serve under 
the direction of the Holy Spirit, really 
Spirit-led. 

Wed.—Of Purity (Matt. 5:8; 1: Thess. 4: 
3). The sin question must be settled in 
every life before there is a vision of God. 
“If we confess our sins,” He promises to 
cleanse, and a cleansed heart sees God. If 
the vision of God is dim, then sin is lurking 
near, if not actually rampant. 

Thurs.—Of Sacrifice (1 John 3: 16-18). It is 
splendid to go back into the Old Testa- 
ment and see what God means by sacri- 
fice;— not giving up a toy, a pleasant 
evening, but utter death, such as was 
suffered by the lambs and bullocks, and 
then only as a type of our: suffering, sac- 
rificing Christ for us. This is God’s idea 
of sacrifice. 

(Phil. 3:7-14) The 
knowledge of the world comes from impres- 
sions, and impressions gathered by the 
brain form into ideas. This is called 
knowledge. But the knowledge of which 
the Scriptures speak comes by revelation, 
the Holy Spirit making the things of Jesus 
real to our spirits. 

Sat.—Of Integrity (Psalm 15:1-5). After 
reading this Psalm we can thank God that 
if only such can dwell in the presence of 
God, the blood of Jesus Christ can make 
us capable of lining up with the Psalm. 
The incoming life of-Christ gives us the 
victory that will keep us up to this stan- 
dard; but without Christ no man can line 
up withthe requirements here set forth. 


T IS.a splendid thing to remember, 
whénever we talk of cultivating high 
ideals, that the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
starts on the foundation that man is 
a totally lost creature, a sinner under 
the death penalty of sin, awaiting its 
execution. Because- man was in this 
lost condition God sent his only begot- 
ten Son, who plunged into. death for 
him, and rose with new life to give him. 
Man can have that life, which is in 
Christ Jesus, by believing that God be- 
came man and suffered in his stead, and 
rose again, offering a new life which re- 
generates his spirit and changes his heart. 
Sin blinded the eyes of the spirit to 
God, the ears were stopped to the voice 
of God, the nose of the spirit could not 
smell the sweet perfume of his presence, 
the spirit could not feel his nearness or 
dearness or great throbbing heart of 
love. Instead of this, the spirit wanted 
its own way, wanted sin, loved darkness 
rather than light, and rebelled against 
God: The Scriptures say, “The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God: for they are’ foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned.” 
Now be sure that in this lesson you are 
making a difference between a human 
being cultivating high human ideals, and 
a Christian by the power of the Holy 
Spirit having manifested. in him_ the 
graces and the character of Jesus Christ, 
Man can cultivate patience, he can culti- 
vate his brain, he can be a little bit more 
tender with others, he can have a right- 
eousness of his own, an integrity of his 
own, moral standards of his own, and 
to live up to them; but it is impos- 
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sible for God to accept mafi’s very best | Passeth knowledge. Filled with his love, 
standard, and so in the place of man’s | Our lives flow out-for others, 


best efforts, which God calls “filthy rags,” 














Endorsed by A Quarter of a 
Leaders of all Million Copies 
Denominations Have been Sold 
SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE 
Edited by Rev. C. I. Scormip, D.D. 
Editors 


Rev. James M. Gray, D.D. Arno C. GAEBELEIN 
Rev. y G, Weston. D.D., LL.D. Rev. Ermore G. Hargis, D.D. 
Rev. Wuu1am.J. Exvoman, D.D. Rev. Pror. W. G. Moorzneap, D.D. 


Containing the complete and unaltered text of the Authorized Version, with 


connected topical references, with Annotations, Revise@ Marginal Renderings, © 
Summaries, Definitions, Chronology, Explanations of Seeming Discrepancies, a 


New System of Paragraphs and Helps at the bottom of the pages 
Helps at the Hard Places Where Needed 


“Tt is ly desirable for the constant “It is positively invaluable to me. I can- 
reader of the Bible who cannot obtain access not express in words my appreciation of this 
to reference books or dictionaries at the time great book.”—Rzv. J. Witsur Carman, D.D, 


of reading.”—Rayv. S. Parkes CapMan, D.D. “Obviously the best for the average stu 


“I am so impressed by it that I feel that dent. For years we have it at morn- 
every minister and Christian worker should prayers.’—Rev. Davin Jamzs Burag.t, 
obtain a copy.—Rev. R. A. Torrey, D.D. D.D. 


Smatier Eprrion—Minion Black-faced type, 7 styles, from $2.00 up. 
The same printed on Oxford India Paper, 10 styles, from $7.50 up. 
Lancer Eprrion—Brevier Black-faced type, 7 styles from $2.50 up. 
The same printed on Oxford India Paper, 10 styles from $10.08 up. 
34 styles in all, Both editions the same, page for page. 


At all booksellers. Descriptive circular sent upon request, 





Oxrorp UNIversiTry PRESS American BraNncu 
38 WEST THIRTY-SECOND STREET NEW YORK 














New Wilmington Missionary Conference 


At New Wilmington, Pennsylvania (Sixty miles north of Pittsburgh), AUGUST 7-15, 1920 
Tarkio Missionary Conference 


At Tarkio, Missouri, AUGUST 21-29, 1920 


These two unique missionary conferences, designed primarily for young people, offer 
excellent opportunities tor your young people to secure missionary facts, fervor and fun. 
Many churches pay part expenses of their delegations. For further information write 


Board of Foreign Missions, United Presbyterian Church, 200 N. 15th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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| YOUNG WOMEN | 


Train for Christian Work! 
Good Positions! Good Salaries! 


Some scholarships are available. Apply at 
once. Correspondence invited. Catalogue 


he has substituted 
of Jesus Christ, which we may have as 
a gift. Do not allow the young people 
of your acquaintance to mix these two 
things. The Christian cannot be said 
to cultivate high ideals, but rather, by 
faith, to allow the Holy Spirit so to 
have his way in the heart that the great 
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° 4 : and particulars on ‘application, Write to 
eats _ ate power, love, joy, peace, = Rev. WH Waygood. 
of Jesus himself will show up in his life. | = — 
ee = Scheel fer Christian Workers of the 
iy i ac ye yh perusing, e = Prechyterion and Reformed Charches 
the ristian talks of jaying down his 7 Bicdecces 1122 $ Street 
life for others. There are thousands |= . Philadelphia, Pp. 
of them out in the dark to-day in the|= REY. wM. H. ROBERTS, D. D..; . Pres. = 
issi i i i = Ss. > a J . Vice-Pres. : 
mission fields, in the slums, with a smile = MR SAMUEL TERR e Sec'y. : 
of joy laying down their lives for others |= MR THOM.SR. PATTON. . Ireas. = 
for Jesus’ sake. = REV. W. H. WAYGOOD, D.D. Supt. S 
How may we cultivate truthfulness ? | Sih iiiiiilNl NNN NI INNN\NININNINNN | Oe 


—The first lie was made out of fig- 
leaves to cover the results of sin. It is try- 
ing tocover sin by any method other than 
the blood of Jesus Christ that makes 
men untrue. If you have been to the 
judgment at Calvary and seen that sin’s’ 
penalty has been paid, then the truth 
begins to be your glorious heritage. 

How does biography exalt our ideals? 
—From a human standpoint biography 
stirs up the spirit of heretsm or of self- 
expression in us; but from the spiritual 
standpoint it shows us how God dealt 
| with men, how he took the things that 
| were nought to bring ‘to nought the 
| things that are, and it gives us confi- 
| dence in him. 


| What noble purpose do you believe 
worth pursuing ?7—There are only three 
things that are to last,— faith, hope, 
love, — faith in Christ, hope for his re- 
|turn to set right all these myriads of 
| problems, and the love of Christ which 








“THE END 
OF THE AGE” 


One of the best and best written books on our 
Lord’ s return.”’ — The Sunday School Times. 





This book, by James H. ms toe meet f sent en- 
tirely free. Address Silver Publishing Co., Dept. 
me Bessemer Bidg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


BRON TABLETS 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Brenze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 























Moopy CuurcH TABERNACLE, CHICAGO. 
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‘Congregational Lory 
63343 1 21 

14 Feacon St 

Roston Vase 



























Gargle 


a few drops of 
water. It is an 
re- 


or a mouth wash, | 
Absorbine Jr. in a li 
herbal antiseptic an 
markably effective for— 
Checking sore throat in its incipient 
stage. 
Reducing the swelling and taking out 
the soreness. 


Cleansing the mouth and arresting 
infecti 
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ae: Siok tite Aish Boads 
eent for 10 cents in stamps. 
W. F. YOUNG, Inc. 
291 Temple Street Springfield, Mase. 


ISCRIMINAT 


Children’s Day Music 


“* In the Way He Should Gof is our new service 
by —- Sanford Tillotson a C. Harold Low- 
den and we believe it to be befter than last year’s 
service which was our most successful effort. Our 
advance orders are for 185,000 copies and there 
will be more. You will need 8 We erect slow 
euch uartets and paiem te 
CA ENDA R AT Eis a new Yours REN 
ple’ ; Contate for an cant of the year. It is by 
the above named writers and is a dandy. 38c each, 
$3.00 the doz. Ask for a sample. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


Publishers for Discriminators 
15th and Race Streets, Philadelphia. 











| such. 














HILDRENS DAY 


FREE 


Samples free to Superintendents, Pastors or Committees 
CHILDREN’S DAY HELPER, Ne. 6, 
Other Helpers at same price. 50c for 4 different books. 
-HALL-MACK CO. ete Arch Street, 
ADAM GEIBEL CO.} Philadelphia, Pa. 











15¢ each 





JUBILATE 


The Joyful Hymnal for Sunday Sc 
Thousands of schools using these Socks with the 
greatest of satisfaction — in your school will 
increase attendance. very song high grade but 
not difficult. Prices to suit: $25, $32.50, $35, $40 the 
hundred. Send for returnable sample now. 


HALL-MACK CO., 1018 Arch Street, Phila. 














‘i CHILDREN’S DAY 
Recitations, Dialogs and Songs 














ARecitations and Dialogs —also 33 
Song Gems — The sweetest and pret- 
est Nature songs ever written. (Send 
5 cents in stamps.) Ask for our new 

ic Sealee of Recitations and Dialogs. 


S. S, L ESSON IL L UST RAT OR 
Now in its ia year,is only 75c ayear. Every S.S. teach- 
er needs it. Marion Lawrance says: 

Ilikeas well.” "Sample copyfree.158 Fifth ave., New Y ork 


\ superb collection of more than 100 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Two Important Things 


Nx! Sunday (May 9) is “Mother’s 
Day.” Whether away from home 
or not, how often do you write your 
mother a real “love letter”? Do you 
think your mother less deserving or 
less appreciative than your sweetheart? 
There's no “chum” in the world auite 
like a mother. 

And there’s no moral safeguard to 
the home quite equal to the family altar. 
Mon.—1 Samuel 2: 12-17. Sin of Eli’s Sons. 

“The sin of the young men was ver 
great before the Lord”: sacrilege, greed, 

covetousness, theft, gluttony, brutality, 
adultery (v. 22), filial disrespect. -How 
did it all begin? Form your own opin- 
ion, then see whether it needs revision 
when you study to-morrow’s reading. 


Prayer Succestions: Those who min- 
ister in holy things are perhaps more 
subject to Satan’s subtle attacks than 
any other class. Pray earnestly for all 
They NEED YOUR prayers: pastors, 
evangelists, missionaries, editors, teach- 
ers of the Word, and other Christian 
workers, especially the young men. 
Tues.—1 Samuel 2 : 27-36. 

Prophecy Comcerning Eli’s Sons. 

Were Eli’s sons wholly to blame? True 
Eli had remonstrated (vs. 23 to 25), 
but was he probably without sin in their 
early training? Would’verse 29 seem 
to indicate blamelessness at any time? 
He was not only a partaker of. their 
evil deeds, pat Babb his vile sons 
even above God 


PRAYER SuccEsTIoNs : 
young men, both in and out of the 
churches, especially or {hose aailaiees¢ 
to peculiar physical or-morat perils. 
Pray for soldiers, sailors, firemen, police- 
men, public officials, postoffice clerks, 
bookkeepers, bank clerks, and all others 
in places of trust and responsibility. 
Wed.—1 Samuel 4: 5-18. Eli and His So 


The parent who in his family sows 
to the wind, either by omission or com- 
mission, reaps the whirlwind sooner or 
later. “God is not mocked.” Every man 
reaps what he sows, and more. “The 
wages of sin is death.” ° Christ is the 
sinner’s only hope. See Acts 16:31 and 
Hoseg 13: 9. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
restoration of the family altar in every 
Christian home. Pray + Si parents who 
will be true to _their parental trust. It 
costs much to “train up a child in the 
way he should go,” but it costs INFI- 
NITELY MORE noé# to do- so. 
Thurs.—Proverbs 22 : 1-12. 

Value of a Good Name, 

The “pleasures of sin for a season” 
sufficed to give Eli’s sons an evil name 
for three thousand years. It will be 
the same through eternity. Most men 
sell their spiritual birthright for a “mess 
of pottage” long before they begin to 
think seriously of “great richés-” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Y. M. C. A., locally and at large. 7 
God so leads, write to some Y. M. C. A. 
secretary and tell him how much the 
Association is upon your heart. Pray 
that while not neglecting the physical 
or intellectual development of its mem- 
bers, it may give far more attention to 
their spiritual development. 

Fri.—Proverbs 10:1-16. A Wise Son. 


What better examples of wise and 
foolish sons than Samuel on the one 
hand, and Hophni and Phinehas on the 
other? The former still bearing “a good 
name,” the latter bearing names that for- 
ever “shall rot” (v. 7), and yet never 
become extinct. As a man’s character, 
wise or foolish, so ultimately will be 
his name. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Gideons, and for EVERY comtmercial trav- 


Pray for all 





**There is no other 


eling man. Pray for every young man 
away from home. 









THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Sat.—Galatians € : 6-18. Sowing and Reaping. 

A little match, unless put out, kindles 
a great fire; a little leaven, unless ar- 
rested, corrupts a whole lump; a little 
sin, unless forgiven, destroys a life. One 
little seed, whether Fred or poisonous, 
produces a hundredfold more oF its 
KIND. It is both nature’s and super- 
nature’s law. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for your 
gerrere, and your brothers and sisters. 

elp them to reach the highest attain- 
ments of well-rounded Christian man- 
hood and womanhood. If the family 
altar is not established in your home, 
pray for its immediate establishment. 








(Lesson for MAY 9) April 24, 1920 





Sun.—Proverbs 23 ; 29-35. 
Evils of Intemperance. 

The law-cure may change 4 man’s 
habits, but only the 


reeling. inner man, there would be no 
reeling outer man. “Wounds without 
cause” on our part caused the wounds 
not “without cause” on His part. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS ; Pray for our 
nation, and all nations. Praise God for” 
the progress of the temperance reform. 
Pray for its world-wide triumph. . Pray 
much for your home and your, commun- - 
ity. Iso ask God to help you carry the 

other’s Day” spirit with you THROUGH 
THE YEAR, 








Wilson Folding Partitions 


(SECTIONFOLD) 


ARE NECESSARY IN EVERY SCHOOL. 











BE USED... CAN 





Offices in principal cities 





' PARTITION SUBDIVIDING A. LARGE. ROOM, js. 
WHEN FOLDED BACK ENTIRE ROOM CAN 
BE MADE: WITH BLACK- 
BOARDS, ONE OR BOTH SIDES, CONNECTING 
DOORS AND’ TO. HARMONIZE WITH OLD 
OR NEW INTERIORS. 
SEND FOR CATALOG TO 


THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 


ESTABLISHED 1876 


Manufacturers of Rolling Steel Doors, Rolling Partitions, School Wardrobes, Diffuselite Blinds, ete. 








8 W. 40th St, NEW YORK CITY 











RODEHEAVER'S VICTORY SONGS resis 


leaders. 


copies : 














SMALL LOTS 


1017 Monon Building 
CHICAGO 





70 new songs and 259 old favorites. 


Contains 288 pages of music. 
Manila, 25c; Limp, 30c; Cloth, 40c; 
Postpaid. Quantities of roo : 
asc; Cloth, 35c; not prepaid. 
AWAKENING SONGS, 256 pp., same prices as above. 
SONGS OF SERVICE, alsosame prices as Victory Songs. 
CAMP FIRE SONGS, 32 pp.,10c a copy—$3.00 per 100. 
ONLY, PREPAID AT HIGHER PRICE 


Ask for complete catalog of all our publications. 


THE RODEHEAVER COMPANY 


Our latest gospel song book prepared under super- 
vision of our Mr. Homer Rodeheaver, ‘‘ Sunday’s 
famous song leader.’ 
Y.M.C.A. purposes. 


For general church and 
Hearty approval from song 


Single 


Manila, 20c; Limp, 


Dept. V; 814 Walnut Street 
PHILADELPHIA 




















At All Booksellers. 


EDWARD LEIGH PELL’S NEW_BOOK FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS 


How Can I Lead My Pupils to Christ 


q the A BC of the answer to this question is may in Dr. Pell's new book—“ Sound advice — Sean 
able methods of procedure—Every S.S. worker needs the book!”"— Watchman- Examiner. Net $1.00 


Fleming H. Revell Company, 158 Fifth Ave., Nes York; 17 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 
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grace-cure can -. 
change his heart. Except but for the~ / 








- RT NOTRE _ 
a a 





